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For the Teacher

This reproducible study guide to use in conjunction with a specific novel 

consists of lessons for guided reading. Written in chapter-by-chapter format, the guide

contains a synopsis, pre-reading activities, vocabulary and comprehension exercises, as

well as extension activities to be used as follow-up to the novel.

In a homogeneous classroom, whole class instruction with one title is appro-

priate. In a heterogeneous classroom, reading groups should be formed: each group

works on a different novel on its reading level. Depending upon the length of time

devoted to reading in the classroom, each novel, with its guide and accompanying lessons,

may be completed in three to six weeks.

Begin using NOVEL-TIES for reading development by distributing the novel

and a folder to each child. Distribute duplicated pages of the study guide for students

to place in their folders. After examining the cover and glancing through the book, 

students can participate in several pre-reading activities. Vocabulary questions should

be considered prior to reading a chapter; all other work should be done after the chapter

has been read. Comprehension questions can be answered orally or in writing. The

classroom teacher should determine the amount of work to be assigned, always keep-

ing in mind that readers must be nurtured and that the ultimate goal is encouraging

students’ love of reading.

The benefits of using NOVEL-TIES are numerous. Students read good 

literature in the original, rather than in abridged or edited form. The good reading

habits, formed by practice in focusing on interpretive comprehension and literary tech-

niques, will be transferred to the books students read independently. Passive readers

become active, avid readers.
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WELCOME TO THOMPSON PARK

Vocabulary: Use the information given to answer the question about the underlined
word in each of the following sentences.

1. If a bolster is a pillow that supports your back, what does it mean to bolster someone’s
spirits?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. If a foster parent feeds and takes care of a child, then what does it mean to foster
good feelings among your friends?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. If the largest known elephant is a mammoth, how you describe a mammoth person?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

4. If salvage refers to valuable goods rescued from a fire, what are people doing when
they salvage a ship?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Questions:

1. Why had Gilly been moved to so many foster homes?

2. Why don’t Gilly and Miss Ellis feel that the new foster home will be any better than
the last?

3. What are Gilly’s first impressions of Mrs. Trotter, Mrs. Trotter’s home, and William
Ernest?

4. What does Miss Ellis mean when she says to Gilly, “Try to get off on the right foot”?

Read to find out whether Gilly appreciates her new foster home.
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THE MAN WHO COMES TO SUPPER

Vocabulary: Use the context to select the best meaning for the underlined word in each
of the following sentences.

1. I bought a large bureau with seven drawers to hold all of my foldable clothing.

a. sofa b. dining table c. dresser d. lamp

2. I threw up my hands in mock surrender when the children discovered my hiding place.

a. make-believe b. actual c. obvious d. hidden

3. The passengers lurched forward when the bus made a short stop.

a. walked b. hopped quickly c. swayed slowly d. leaned suddenly

4. The audience was surprised when the conductor abruptly left the stage in the middle
of a performance.

a. quietly b. suddenly c. happily d. slowly

Figurative Language: Mrs. Trotter uses colorful, informal speech. Translate each of
these sentences into standard English.

1. How about giving me a hand here with this salad?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. That don’t give you no right to look down on him.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. You could flatter the stripe off a polecat.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Questions:

1. Why does Mrs. Trotter become very upset when Gilly calls “Sesame Street” a “retard
show”?

2. Why is Gilly shocked by Mr. Randolph’s appearance?

Read to find out how Gilly adjusts to life at Mrs. Trotter’s home.
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