Bridge to Terabithia

Grades 4-6

Written by Melanie Komar
Hlustrated by Ric Ward

ISBN 1-55035-347-0
Copyright 1996

Revised January 2006
Al Rights Reserved * Printed in Canada

Permission to Reproduce
Permission is granted to the individual teacher who purchases one copy of this book 1o reproduce the student activity material for
use in his/her classroom only. Reproduction of these materials for an enfire school or for a school system, or for other colleagues or
for commercial sale is strictly prohibited. No part of this publication may be fransmitted in any form or by any means, electonic,
mechanical, recording or otherwise without the prior written permission of the publisher. "We acknowledge the financial support of
the Government of Canada through the Book Publishing Indusiry Development Program (BPIDP) for this project.”

Published in the United States by: - . Published in Canada by:
On the Mark Press S&S Leaming Materials
3909 Witmer Road PMB 175 15 Dairy Avenue
Niagara Falis, New York Napanee, Ontario
14305 : K7R TM4
www.onthemarkpress.com www.ssleaming.com

© On the Mark Press ¢ S&S Learning Materials 1 OTM-1463  SSN1-63 Bridge to Terabithia



wm“" Other Junior - Novel Studies

Charlotte’s Web erevenanreens Gr 4-6
Little House in the Big Woods .. 4-6
Owls In The Family .........ou...... " 4-6
Underground to Canada ‘ 4-6
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe .................. . 4-6
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing ........ceceeereeeereresereneenns 4-6
Trumpet of the SWan .....c.oeceeeeeieecietereernercnereeseseeetesesenens 4-6
On the Banks of Plum Creek ....ovevvecrverenensneerenrseenviccrereennenes 4-6
Pippi LONGSOCKING «.evvevvrrverenisiernonnerersisesiseeseesesssssssssrarsssssssssenns 4-6
Bridge to Terabithia ... eeeteeer ettt e e ens e et e e e asene 4-6
"The Secret Garden ... vereeeeececeieerevesreesseesseessseesesesesessssses 4-6
James and the Giant Peach ................ ereererasrereeane 4-6
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory ......euevreerreiveenrecrenen. 4-6
Chocolate Fever 4-6
Wayside School is Falling Down c.....coveeicocnenrenirennns 4-6
There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom .......eeeevevvveveeecerereriresnnnns 4-6
Abel’s Island............ . 46
Mr. Popper’s PEnguins .....cocooveveeivereevneeseeceseesssesenns 4-6
Mouse and the Motorcy cle ........................................................... 4-6
Pinballs eoveerevereeeeereeeecee e . 4-6
Indian in the Cupboard ......coorereerneeeerereee e eeeaees 4-6
Sadako and the 1000 Paper CIanes .....eeeeiseesecversssseressensnns 4-6
Return of the Indian .....iuceiieeeecrrinccrceieiercecseae oo sersesenes 46
Best Christmas Pageant EVEr ..o iseseeereessesnnns 4-6
Harriet the SPY weeceveeenvncnirnrnerre s ressssesesassessrssesssssssens 4-6
How to Eat Fried Worms ........ 4-6
SEONE FOX vreriireciricieeietecereensnneseeesesesesnessssssseessssssssesssssssnssseses 4-6
Castle In the AIIC vouvveeeveeeereererereeererereser i eereseresesens . 4-6
SHIOR cvvvererrrrcrenerinieseereteenseseresereseseses s sessseneee .. 46
Summer of the SWans ...cc.cceveererreeirenseeceereesese e reeessssssseens 4-6
Maniac Magee ....cooeevveveevreeronnennes . 4-6
The Great Gilly HODKIS ovveveerenrerneeerecsienrrieesensensessenens 4-6
King of the Wind ..... ererveessesissesassarssrssessnsasetessasassanssresareres 4-6
The Incredible JOUINEY u...covvevvereeeciereererreeeererereressseeereesees 4-6
Dear Mr. Henshaw . 4-6
Midnight FOX ...coevremrmmnnersrernrsieeeeseseseseseres " 4-6
The Door 1n the Wall ..o eersineseenee 4-6
BFG .oorerereeveerrerreesneeeenreerassesesenenns 4-6
The Whipping Boy 4-6
A Taste of Blackberries ..uvirereomererernercrcrnsnsseeeresesssnecsessessenns 4-6
The Family Under the Bridge .......cocoomeeeeeincinneeesnccsieenenene 4-6
BUNDICUA vttt eeeseseacacsn s esessese s s rersnsenne 4-6
"The War with Grandpa . 4-6
Radio Fifth Grade ..covveeerecerreercerrrereenrenseneene 4-6
Little House on the PRAITIE .......vveueveeorerereeessecsmeesseoreserssssessenns 4-6
Chocolate Touch 4-6
Midwife’s Apprentice ' 4-6
Number the Stars 4-6
HOIES vttt er et rene e sessnens 4-6
Reading With Kenneth Oppel 4-6
The Egypt Game ....... creseresrestesessronnreneisnerensasenerons 4-6

© On the Mark Press * S&S Learning Materials 2 OTM-1463 » SSN1-63 Bridge to Terabithia



BRIDGE to TERABITHIA

by Katherine Paterson

Table of Contents

EXPECEALIONS oo vecveeeeeeeeeseaeeeesesseasesessesssseasesssseseessssssssssasessassassassssessssssesesessssesnsses 4
Teacher INPut SUZZESHONS ....ccecveerverreeeireriieerreeneeneerecreereesteeseesseeaessessseseessssssses 4
Synopsis ........ veeeeerrenns teeeerereessesssnsrnnnnrnnrannen teeereeeseeeeseessesetnsestresnstntetenranatnrnnnnnnnsesereeans 6
AULhOT BIOZTAPNY ..c..uvveeviietiieiieiieieecteeeteeecreeeeseeesrerssesseessseesesesseesssesssnsesssessnnenns 6
DiSCUSSION QUESLIONS ..ceveeeeeriiiieeiriirreeeeienrirreeeesssireeessssersessssssssssssssssssssssssesesseseses 8
Reading Log Evaliation Sheet .........ueeeeeeeeeveeeeieeeeieeeeeceeeeeireeeeveeeneeeessaseesssveeenns 11
Evaluation Suggestions..........cceevveereneeeereeeeevenennne veeeenene teveeeeeserrrrraeeeeesererrraresaeaases 12
Teacher Evaluation SHEEL ....cccuveviviveeeieeieiiiciecettee et eeeeeteeeeeeesssssresesssssessssasees 13
Conferencing QUESHIONS......cccceerueeeeieeeieeeieeeeireerteeetresseeeaeeeseeesseesssasssssessssesssessssenes 14
My Tracking Sheet ........cccouveeevreevrrrecrreeeeeeereeenee teteeerrrteeeeseserersaaeeeisnesrrrataseanaans 15
ReSPONSE JOUINAL ...ccoiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiireeeeeeeeececeeceseecrerreeeeesssssssssssnssssnsseans vererreesenaans 16
Characters INThe NOVEL .....couvviieeieieeeeeeeeeerte ettt eesaeeeesetesessssseessssssessssssanessssns 17
Chapter ACHVILY Cards .....ccceeeeeieeerreeeieeeereecreeerreeseessesseessssessssessssessneesssesesssesssses 19
General ACHVILY Cards ....eeeeeueeeceieeeeieieeeeeeereteeeeinresseeeesneesssseesssseesssnsessssesnnns veeeee 32
Comprehension QUiz ONE..........ceenveeeeerrveeeensirreeeeeneeeessennes trererresretarereeeeereeenesessnnes 56
Comprehension QUIZ TWO ...cooveerveeeieirreeeeeeereeeeessneeeenns eeeeeerrrareesesesrnrraraeessnsarenes 57
Character RECAII QUIZ ......eeeiviveveeeeeeieiiiiveereetreeeseveeeeessesseesssssssssssssssssesssssssssesssssns 59
SHOTt ANSWET QUIZ ..cceeuveeerrvrererreerrereerireessseeesssseesssssesssesssssesssssessssesessssessssssens veeennn 61
Answer Key .....c.ccuveveevevennnne teeessesesstssenusiissesstsasrtrtsessenassatstetannssnssssessnannressssasaran ceeee 62

© On the Mark Press *» S&S Learning Materials 3 OTM-1463 » SSN1-63 Bridge to Terabithia



BRIDGE to TERABITHIA

by Katherine Paterson

Expectations

The students will:

 become acquainted with the writings of Katherine Paterson.

« learn about death and how to prepare their feelings about it.

+ learn and review many skills to develop good reading habits.

« understand how strong friendships can be developed with others.
further develop their own imaginations.

Teacher Input Suggestions

NOTE: It is strongly recommended that the teacher read the novel and the material in this
resource well in advance of implementing them into the reading program. The teacher’s
knowledge and interest of the story is essential in order to maintain the enthusiasm of
the students.

Introductions for the Unit

Bridge to Terabithia can be used in conjunction with themes about friendship, family
and self-esteem.

Choose and list the vocabulary words and their meanings that students may have difficulty
- with, and discuss them with your students. Add any other words that they suggest as they read
the book.

Distribute copies of Bridge to Terabithia to the students. Have them examine the cover
and discuss the title, characters, author and artist. Ask them to make predictions about the story.

Relate information about the author using the Author Biography in this unit.

Give each student a copy of the sheet called “Characters in the Novel”. Instruct them to
fill out the sheet each time that a new character is mentioned in the book. They are to record
information about the character (appearance, personality, relationship to other characters, etc.)
and make personal comments.

Display and read other books written by the author. Katherine Paterson has written other
Newbery Medal winners including Jacob Have I Loved and The Great Gilly Hopkins.
Discuss the qualities of a good friend. Discuss friendships between boys and girls; how are they
different than girl to girl or boy to boy friendships.
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by Katherine Paterson

Decorations

Display students’ artwork completed on this unit around the class.
Paint a mural of a scene that would be seen in one of the chapters of Bridge to Terabithia.

Make a “Magic Kingdom” Bulletin Board display; have each of the students list the rules that
they would make for their own magic kingdom. You may want to group the children into boy/girl
pairs for this.

Video

Bridge to Terabithia is available on video cassette. Choose one of the versions to show to
your class at the end of the novel study. Compare the similarities and differences between the
bookand the movie.

Vocabulary

Bridge to Terabithia contains words that some students may find challenging. However,
it is best to discuss vocabulary words in the context they are given in the book. Therefore, rather
than listing these words, this unit includes activities that allow the students to use the new
vocabulary in a meaningful way.

Response Journals and Reading Logs

A reading log may be used by students as an introduction to response journals. They may be
introduced by the teacher before the story study or as part of a story study. It is very important
that the teacher model responses. The expectation of Junior Students who have had experience
with reading logs is that they may add how they feel about aspects of the story, make predictions,
or ask questions which lead to more complex entries expected in a response journal. As with
reading logs, spelling and grammar need not be corrected.

Response journals may be shared with the group as well as with the teacher. How often they
are checked is determined by the teacher but due to the length of the response journal entry, it is
recommended that they be checked daily.
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BRIDGE to TERABITHIA

by Katherine Paterson

Synopsis

Jess Aarons is a ten-year old boy with four sisters: two younger - Joyce Ann and May Belle;
and two older - Ellie and Brenda. Other than six year old May Belle, he tries to stay out of his
sisters’ way.

The Aarons are getting new next door neighbors. Jess is disappointed to find out that the
ten-year old moving in is another girl. Leslie Burke is a tom-boy but, definitely a girl.

On the first day of fifth grade, Jess finds out that Leslie is in his class. Everyone is surprised
to find out that neither Jess nor bossy Gary Fulcher is the fastest runner this year. It is Leslie who
“ran as though it was her nature” that outraces them all.

Jess realizes that Leslie isn’t a typical girl and that she might even make a good friend. One
day, Leslie and Jess decided to make a secret place in which they are the rulers. They make it in
the woods behind the farmland and called it “Terabithia”.

At Christmas Jess has a problem: what special gift could he give to Leslie that doesn’t cost a
lot of money? He finds free puppies being given away to good homes. He chooses one whom
- Leslie names Prince Terrien (P.T.). Leslie gives Jess watercolors and paper because she knows
how much he loves drawing.

In the spring, Jess and Leslie aren’t able to go to Terabithia as much because it rains a lot
and fills the river that they have to cross to get to the stronghold.

One day, Miss Edmunds, Jess’ favorite teacher, invites Jess to go to the Art Gallery with her.
He is delighted since he loves art and really enjoys being with Miss Edmunds. He decides not to
invite Leslie so that he could have a special day alone with his teacher.

When he returns, Jess is told that Leslie has drowned trying to cross the river to get to
Terabithia. Jess is devastated. Gradually, he tries to come to terms with her death. He realizes
that he can be strong without Leslie by his side.

Leslie’s parents move away. Jess builds a safe bridge across the river to Terabithia. May

Belle is crowned the new Queen of Terabithia.

Author Biography

Katherine Womeldorf Paterson was born on October 31, 1932 in Qing Jiang, China, the
middle child of five children. Her parents were missionaries; as a child, she moved with them
eighteen times before she was eighteen years of age, living in China, Japan, and the United States.

Her first college degree was in English from King College in Bristol, Tennessee. She taught
sixth grade for a year in Lovettsville, Virginia and then she herself became a missionary in Japan.
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