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1 Teacher Guide

Instructional Approach:

Recent analysis of the English language has determined that approximately 50% of wordshave perfect
sound/symbol correspondence and 37% are predi ctable based on recurring structural patternsand rules. The
remaining 13% of our wordsdo not have compl ete phonetic correspondence and must belearned through visual
memory aswell. Thisprogram appliesan integrated, phonetic, structura analysisand visua approach to spelling.
Emphasisisplaced upon recognition of patternsand classification of wordsaccording to their auditory and
semanticfeatures. Word listshave been chosen that support these spelling patterns, in addition towordsthat are
frequently used in thewritten vocabulary of Grade Four students. To meet the diverse needsof studentsin any
oneclassroom, extens veremediation and enrichment activitiesare provided tofacilitateindividua programming.
Assessment toolsinclude error analysisformsfor the teacher and student, in addition to cumulative records of
spdling devel opment.

I mplementation of the Program:

Theingtructiona contextsincludeteacher directed discussion, wholegroup, small group and independent
applications. Tobuilduponindividua learning styles, thestudents' attentionisfocused onthe useof visud,
auditory, kinesthetic and tactile strategiesthat are designed to ensure retention of model ed skillsand vocabulary.
The Unit Teaching Plan for each of thethirty-six unitsillustratesthisin aconciseformat. Thisformat may be
adaptedto afive, four or threeday plan to suit timetabling requirements. A full descriptionand pictoria
representation of each introductory, independent and review spelling exerciseisin Sections 3, 4 and 5.

Each Weekly Teaching Plan consistsof the:

* Teaching Tip
* Independent Practice Exercises

nature

: * Word List
worries %{) * ChallengeWords
brushes (

H « Review Activities

* Introducing the Skill Activities

* Assessment
* Applying the Skills Exercises

1. TeachingTip:

I nformation regarding the phonetic, grapho-visua and semantic featuresisprovided for theteacher under

Teaching Tip. Thisalowsthe spelling pattern or principleto be modeled and explained to the students. Examples
areprovided for wholegroup teaching.
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Section 1 Teacher Guide

2. WordLigt:

Thevocabulary used in thelistsrepresents spelling patternsand principlesthat may be categorized by the
students according to their key features, in addition to high frequency vocabulary. Thesehigh utility wordsare
indicatedwithagar (*). Many of thesewords cannot be completely encoded phonetically and need to beremembered
through visual memory. By sdlecting Independent Practice Activitiesthat addressthevisual moddity, suchasWord
Pyramids, teacherswill assist studentsin thelong term retention of theseirregular spellings. To meet thediverse
needsof the studentsin any oneclassroom, severd levelsof vocabulary may be presented for study. Thefirst being
thecorelist, the second the challengewordsand thethird optiona format outlined inthe Remediation section of the
Teacher Guide. ThePlacement Testsinthissection aredesigned to assi st teachersin determining the appropriate
level of word study for each student.

3. Introducingthe Skill Activities:

Appropriateteaching strategiesto introducethe skill are described in each unit. Theseincludeactivitiesthat
specificaly target theunit skill, aswell asgenerd introductory exercisesthat aredescribed infull in Section 3. The
teacher may follow the suggested unit activitiesor choosefrom any one of the general introductory activities
provided in Section 3 of the program. Aninductive or deductive approachisused to introduce the new concept,
followed by activitiesthat provide studentswith an opportunity to explore sound/symbol, structure and meaning
relationships.

4. Applyingthe SKkill Exercises:

Theseexercisesaredesigned to relate specifically to the skill presented in theintroductory activities. The
whole group exercises provide opportunity for studentsto devel op understanding and gain proficiency inthisskill.
Applyingthe Skill exercisesarefully explained in each unit.

5. Independent Practice Exer cises:

Hexibility for theteacher and motivating choicesfor the studentsare provided through multisensory
Independent Practice Exercises. Theseclassroom-tested activitiesare designed to ensurethe highest rate of
student successand long term retention of skillsthrough incorporating auditory, visual and kinesthetic-tactile
experiences. Within each unit, independent activitiesarelisted that provide opportunity to reinforceand extend
student application of thetarget skill. A full description and model of each activity isfoundin Section4. The
Practice Exercisesmay be used solely for teacher reference, asactivity cardsor displayed onabulletin board asa
visua reminder for students. A teacher may aso choose some of the practice exercisesfor small group or
language center activities. Inthisway the program providesfor flexibility inimplementation. Thesimplelanguage
andillustrationsused in the exercises are designed to be student friendly, aswell asproviding aclear model for
teachers. Itisexpected that studentswill useanotebook to record their spelling activities. Teachersmay model
pagelayout using the exampleillustrated in each of the practice exercises. Formsrequired for someof the
independent exercisesareasoincludedin Section 7.

Oncetheteacher hasmodeled apractice exercise, it may belisted by name on the chalkboard for
subsequent spelling sessions and independent practice, withasimple sketch besideit asavisua reminder if
necessary. For example:
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Teacher Guide Section 1

Spelling Exercises

BuildingaPyramid
Memory Clues

Synonyms
Dictionary Definitions

AW PE

6. ChallengeWords:

Syllabication skillsare model ed and reinforced throughout the program with multisyllable challengewords.
The studentswrite syllablesin sequenceto form adictated word and areinvol ved in self-monitoring through the
immediate correction of errors. Challenge exercisescons st of multisyllablewordsthat contain the sound segment
and/or require application of the spelling principle. Segmentation and oral blending aretwo essential phonemic
awarenesssills. Studentswho havedifficulty with spelling intheupper gradesoften omit syllablesor represent them
incorrectly. Throughthisactivity you aredevel oping their phonemic awarenessskillsand preparing them for ahigher
devel opmental stage of spelling. A number of challengewordsare provided, so that somemay also beused asa
word list for studentsrequiring enrichment opportunities.

Format for ChallengeWordsActivity:

1. Orally introducethe challengeword without awritten referencein theform of ariddlerelated to itsmeaning or
structure. Thismay require severa cluesbeforeacorrect student response.

2. Havestudentsclapthe syllablesthey hear intheword with you asthey dowly articulatethem. Ask studentsto
identify the number of syllablesintheword.

3. Request that studentsrecord possible spellingsfor theword in the Challenge Wor d or Have a Go section of
their notebooksagainst theleft margin, leaving spacefor the correct version. Invitethe sharing of student spelling
attemptsand record each one on the chalkboard. Record at |east four versionsunderneath each other, with the
gyllablesaignedin columnsif possible.

4. Focusontheeasiest syllablefirst and underline each version of thissyllable offered by the studentsi.e. each
representation of that syllableinal of thewords. Thismeansyou may not proceed in sequentid order through the
word. Takeaclassvoteor smply identify the correct version of the syllable. Proceed to the next hardest
gyllable, ending with themost challenging to spell.

5. Whenthelast correct syllable hasbeenidentified and the challengeword reveal ed, focus on more detail ed aspects
of thisword, such asthe number of vowels. Point out that each syllable must contain at least onevowel. Y ou may
wishtofocuson further spelling e ementswithintheword. Completetheactivity by having studentsrecord the
correct version next to their attempt intheir notebook.

Example: in cred a ble am in al
in cred i ble an a mal
in cred ble an i mal
in cred a be an i me
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Section 1 Teacher Guide

7. Review Activities:

Review opportunitiesfor each unit include spelling gamesand activitiesfor thewhol e classand pairs of
students, aswell asindependent practice. A complete description and examples of these can befound in Section
5. Formsrequired for someof thereview activities, such asspelling games, arefound in Section 7. Some
examplesof review activitiesinclude: Proofreading, Wordo Game and Extended Dictation. Regular review of
spelling patternsand principles can beintroduced through choos ng representative vocabulary from each unit to be
used for cumulativereview andtesting. For example, every four unitsyou may wishto review the skillstaught
up to that point by presenting three or four wordsfrom each unit in theform of Independent (Section 4) and
Review Activities(Section 5), then having aquiz. TheTakeHomeListsin Section 7 can be used for home study
purposes, group work or independent classroom practice.

Spdling Through Writing:

Spellingisaskill that appliesthroughout the curriculum. By providing opportunitiesfor studentstointegrate
both meaning and structura knowledge, both will develop smultaneoudy. Therearemany possibleformatsfor
devel oping spdlling skillsthrough writing: menus, riddles, newspaper articles, advertisements, tonguetwisters,
recipes, tall tales, conversations (dia ogues), poetry, letters, questionnaires, play scripts, report, descriptiveand
narrativewriting.

Thefollowing strategiesare suggested to ass st studentsin transferring their spelling skillstothewriting
context.

e SpdlingCueChart: Toassst studentsin devel oping self-monitoring strategiesand increaserisk takingin
spdlling, discussthefollowing list of stepsto completewhen spelling an unfamiliar word. Provide each student
withacopy of thecuecardin Section 7 for reference duringwriting time:

Say theword dowly

Listen for each syllableand count them

Think of other wordswith the same sounds, | etter patternsand meaning

Try spelling theword two or threeways and choosethe onethat |ooksright
5. Check thespdling with adictionary

AwWDNPE

« “HaveaGoBook”: Asafollow up tothe cuecard, provide studentswith an exercise book in which they can
record their attemptsto spell words. These can berecorded in three columns, with thefirst two being their two
attemptsand thethird the correct spelling. Theword can then be added to their personal dictionary. Y oumay wish
them to usethe back of the book for thispurpose and thefront asaspelling journal .

» SpellingJournal: Thisiswherestudentswill record spelling patternsand connectionsthey have observedin
thelr reading and writing, practice new wordsand record any problemsthey encountered. To address* spelling
demons’, aformat of three columns can be used, wherethefirst oneincludestheWordsto L earn (causing
difficulty), the second columntheir K ey Featur esand thethirdaM emory Aid or way they can remember the
spelling. They may a so record wordsrelated by meaning, wordsthat areinteresting, unusual or themerelated.
These may beadded to theclasslist for practice. Thespelling journa providesacontext to practiceword
analysisand salf-monitoring skills, as studentsrecord questionsthey have about spelling for future classdiscussion.
Thespelling journa isalso an excellent opportunity to review what hasbeen learned and engage studentsin
establishing goasfor futurelearning. Suggested headingsfor unit reviewsinclude: What | Have Learned (know),
What | Want to Learn and What | Am Not Sure About.
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Teacher Guide Section 1

* MagicLine Toencouragerisk taking inwriting, encourage studentsto draw alineor spacewhenthey are
unsure of the specificlettersor sound segment. For example, because could berepresented asbec s, The
spaces can then be compl eted by apeer or teacher when the student has compl eted their piece of writing. Inthis
way, fluency and crestivity isnot inhibited and the student isencouraged to extend themsal vesin their writing.

» Personal Dictionary: By recording thewordsthey useoftenintheir daily writing activities, studentswill build up
aword bank of familiar vocabulary that hasmeaning for them. A reproduciblepersonal dictionary isavailable
fromthepublisher. Alternatively, anotebook can be a phabetized.

» ProofreadingErrors. Theability to proofread requirescontinual modeling of self-monitoring strategies.
Teachersneed to verbalize this process asthey edit apassage on the chalkboard or overhead and posethe
followingquestions:

* Howdol know if itiswrong?
»  What confused mewhen | spelled thisword?
* Howdol correct thespelling?

* LocatingErrors. Somestudentswill havedifficulty locating errors. Provideaseriesof stepsfor themtofollow.
For example:

» Usearuler toguideyour proofreading for each line of thetext.

» Start at the bottom and proofread line by line up to the top of the page or proofread by checking
fromright toleft (thishel psovercomethetendency to“read” from memory and prediction cues
rather than attending closaly to each wordinisolation).

* Underlinewordsyou arenot sureof.

» Check each syllable. Haveyou recorded each one?

* Try spelling theword two or three ways and decide on the best one.

» Useadictionary or ask someoneto proofread your spelling.

Modified Programming: Remediation and Enrichment
Remediation:
I mplementing Developmentally Appropriate Programming:

Spellingisadevelopmental process. Inany oneclasstherewill be studentswho represent arange of
developmentd levels. Toassst each student to progressto their next developmentd stage, itisessential that
programming beprovided at their instructional or functioning level, rather than grade expectations. Thevocabulary
presented in lessons needsto correspond to their reading level and addressskillsthey are*using but confusing”, such as
amisuseof silent or marker-e. For example, writing botefor boat demonstrates areadinessfor the direct teaching of
thisskill. Tomeet the needsof studentswhose spelling representsan earlier stage of development, theteacher may
chooseto providetheprogram at an earlier gradelevel. Theconsstent format and flexible componentsof thisspelling
seriesenableteachersto achievethiswithaminimum of additional preparation.
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