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Unit Teaching Plans Section 2

Days, Months, Teen Words

Teaching Tip:

The spelling of words such asWednesday may seem strangeto our students. An
understanding of their origin providesameaningful key to remembering the spelling. Knowing
that thesewordshave an historical or mythological source providesinsghtintothe
construction of our language. Theword annua comesfrom the L atin annu or enni meaning
year. Fivedaysof theweek are named after ancient mythol ogical godsand agoddess.
Sunday - in Old English‘ sunne’ wastheword for the sun. Sunday was called Sunnandaeg,
or day of thesun. M onday - in Old English*mona , wastheword for the moon. Monday
was called M onandaeg, meaning ‘ day of themoon’. Tuesday - isnamed after theancient
Scandinavian god of war, Tyr, sometimes spelled Tiw. Tuesday wasoriginally “ Tyrsday” or
“Tiwsday”. Wednesday - isfrom Old English*Wodnesdaeg” , meaning ‘ day of Woden'.
Woden, also called Odin, was Tyr’sfather and ruler of the Scandinavian gods. Herodeon a
horsewith eight legsand disguised himself asan old man. Thur sday - fromthe Old English
Thunresdaeg, meaning ‘ day of Thor’. Thor wasthe Scandinavian god of Thunder, another
son of Woden. When herode acrossthe sky in hischariot, the sound of thewheelsmade
thunder. Friday - isnamed after Woden' swife Frigga. Shewasthe goddess of |ove, beauty,
marriage, childbearing and the household. Friday usedto be‘ Frigga sday’. Saturday - was
first knownas* Saturn’sday’ and isnamed after the Roman god of agriculture. From
December 17 to 23 there used to beaharvest festival called Saturnaliaduring thewinter
solsticeto honor Saturn. January - isnamed after the Roman god Januswho had two faces,
so he could seethe old year going and the new year coming. Theword janitor comesfrom
Janusand used to mean the doorkeeper. February - isfromthe Roman festival called
‘Februa’ . Thispurification festival washeldinthelast month of the Roman calendar. Mar ch -
isderived from the Roman god of war Mars. April - after the nicknamefor the Greek
goddessA phrodite, whichwasAphro. May - named after Mariathe Roman goddess of
spring. June- from the Roman goddess Juno, the patroness of marriage and women. July -
from Julius Caesar, thefirst Roman emperor who wasborn at thistime of year and diedin44
B.C. August - after Julius Caesar’ s adopted son Augustus. Theremaining monthsare based
on number wordsand can befound in Unit 23.

WordList: WordList ChallengeWords

January * Tuesdlay * treffic * panicked

February * Wednesday nineteen Roman
nature April * thirteen annud Latin
g’rig ""eei Thursday * fifteen aniversary Viking
Pt * August * eighteen seasonal myths

Monday * seventeen autumn

fortnight
*high frequency vocabulary

© On the Mark Press * S& S Learning Materials 19 OTM-1818 « SSR1-18 Spelling Gr. 5



Section 2 Unit Teaching Plans

= I ntroducingthe Skill:

/‘/@g\//?\ 1. LiteratureConnection: Scandinavian mythsandfolk talesprovidetheliterary record of the
= characterswho gave usnamesfor five of our weekdays. Farley Mowat’snovel ‘ Curse of the

- Viking Grave’ may also be of interest to students.

2. Minimal CuesM essage: Present thefollowing riddiein cloze: What arethe strongest days?
Saturday and Sunday. Why?Monday to Friday are weekdays.

3. Syllabication: Studentsareto read thelist words slowly, tapping and counting each syllable
In sequence.

4. Categories- Closed Word Sort: Present thefollowing word sort for studentsto complete
after providing theinformationin Teaching Tips(page 69).

Example:
Day/Month Named After Language I nter esting Points
Saturday Saturn Lain god of agriculture,
harvest festiva * Saturndia

y BB
VOl ,:\@\ ApplyingtheSkill:

ol N
U= 1. Divideby Syllable: Studentsareto dividethelist wordsinto syllablesand record thisin
chartform.

1st Syllable | 2nd Syllable | 3rd Syllable | 4th Syllable

2. Memory Srategy: Studentscreate aphraseto assist them in remembering the spelling of the
weekdays and months. For example: Wed and Nes are getting married today, RU coldin
February.

3. Writing Connections- I nfor mation Par agr aphs. Using the historicinformation discussed,
studentsareto writeacomplete paragraph outlining the origins of thelist words. Thetopic
sentence needsto includeagenera introduction. Examples: “ The study of word originstell us
much about our history”, “ Many of our everyday wordscomefrom Old Englishand the
language of theRomanscalled Latin”, “ Englishismade up of many wordsthat were used long
ago and borrowed from other languages.” The concluding sentencewill summarizethe points
on each origininasentence. Example: “ Knowing the history behind thewordswe use each
day hel psusunderstand both their meaning and spelling.”

4. ThemeCalendar: For each month of theyear studentsaretoidentify andlist either afood
or sportstheme. For example: June- Strawberry.

5. Visualizing- Word Pictures. Using theinformation provided onword origins, studentsare
to draw apictureof theimagesthese created for each day and monthinthe spelling list.
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Unit Teaching Plans Section 2

6. Social SudiesConnection: Have studentslocatethe site of the Viking settlementin L’ anse
aux Meadows, Newfoundland. Plot the route they may havetakento North Americaand

England onaworld map.

I ndependent Practice Exer cises: 1. Word Triangles(page73)
2. Letter Clues(page74)

<& ReviewAdtivity: CueCards (page83)

Words with ce, se

Teaching Tip:

When cispronounced /¢ itiscalled asoft ¢. Soft cisusually found beforethelettersi, y and
eand may be spelled by ac, sor sc asin dance, cent, sent and scent. For theword fierce,
review i beforee, except after cand whenit soundslikeainweigh.

WordList: WordList ChallengeWords
' * bdance * incresse fdse * pronounce
k‘g"’"f’\es * dance * province * license * purchased
* distance * police * fierce * resources
) *dse * srvice practice release
purse * surface * forced
* twice promise
*high frequency vocabulary

Introducingthe SKill:

“% |

1. Oral Language: Present eachlist word orally and ask studentsto identify the common
sound/spelling they hear at theend of each word.

2. Student Dictated Spelling: Studentsdictate each word, giving thelettersthey would expect
to seein sequence.

3. Categories- Closed Word Sort: Studentsareto sort thelist words: 1) by spelling (ce, se)
under the key word headings mice and moose. 2) by short or long vowel sound.

mice moose

balance else
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Section 2 Unit Teaching Plans

1. Word Family Tree: Thelist wordtwiceisaderivative of the Old Englishword * twi’ meaning
two. Studentsaretolocate further vocabulary beginning with tw in thedictionary and list these
wordsintheform of atreewith twi insidethe shape of atrunk and words such astwo, twins,
twenty and twice asthe branches.

2. Dictionary Skills- Pronounciation K ey: Demonstrate how to usethe phonetic
pronounciationinthedictionary, aswell asthe accent and syllable structureguide. Theseassist
with both spelling and reading unfamiliar vocabulary. Have studentsrecord the relevant
dictionary entriesfor the Challengewordsresources, pronounce and practice.

3. HomophonePairs: Thewords cents, sense and scents sound alike, but have different
spellingsand meanings. Studentsareto usethesewordsin sentencesthat illustratethe
differencesintheir meaning.

4. Idioms: Discussthefollowing expressonsusing list wordsand ask studentsto explainthe
meaning of each oneinwritten form: abalanced diet, abalance of power, to be of service, out
of service, to pay lip serviceto someone.

5. Related Vocabulary/Word Hunt: Studentsareto useresource materialssuch as
dictionariesand novelstolocatewordsrel ated to thefollowing list words. Examples: service
-servicing, serve, servant; sense- sensed, senseless, sensation, sensational; increase-
increasing, increasingly, decrease (antonym)

I ndependent Practice Exer cises. 1. ComicSrip (page76)
2. Nounsand Adjectives(page 79)

ChallengeWordActivity (page5)

Review Exercise: Peer Testing (page 86)
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Unit Teaching Plans Section 2

Words with ee, ea

Teaching Tip:

Doublevowd rule: themgjority of long vowd soundsrequiretwo letters. If aonesyllable
word hastwo vowel sthefirst one often hasthelong sound and the secondissilent asin
cheap. Theletterseacan spell thelong vowel sound of eain neat or the short vowel soundin
health. They can aso spell thelong asound asin break and steak. Two € susually represent a
long vowel sound, asin seemed.

WordList: WordList ChallengeWords
:/f;‘rrzs * breath * leading * meadow disagree
brushes * breathe * reasons disease Sswester
= DR—— * breeze * dreamed * cregtures threaten
* deaning * means * employee degree
dready hedth * defeated
insteed seemed eager
*high frequency vocabulary

Introducingthe SKill:

“%% |

1. Oral Language: Present eachlist word orally and ask studentsto listen for the short and
long esound. They areto givethethumbsup for along vowel sound and thumbsdownfor a
short sound.

2. Student Dictated Spelling: Studentsdictate each word, giving thelettersthey would expect
to seein sequence.

3. Minimal CuesMessage: Present thefollowing jokein clozeform for studentsto solve:
Never play cardswith anAfrican wildcat. He' sacheetah.

4. Categories- Closed Word Sort: Studentsareto sort thelist wordsby: 1) spelling ee, ea
2) long or short vowel sound using the key word headingsjeansand ready 3) by nouns,
verbsand adj ectives. Brainstorm and list further wordswith thispattern. Create an
exceptionscategory if necessary for words such asbreak (see Teaching Tips).

1. Independent Word Sort: Studentsareto sort thefollowing words according to whether the
letterseaspell the short or long vowel sound: peanut, cheap, repeat, ahead, breakfast,
beneath, least, sweat, beat, speed, spread, bread, tease.

2. Related Vocabulary/Word Hunt: Studentsareto use resource materialssuch as

dictionariesand novelsto locate vocabul ary rel ated to thefollowing list words. Examples:
leading - leader, led; employee- employ, employer, employment.
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