
6

Table of Contents

PROLOGUE   ONLY A LITTLE PLANET  4

CREATING CONTEXT  9

Butterfly or Asteroid? • Thinking Naturally • Concept Vocabulary

CLUSTER ONE   What Is Our Relationship with Nature? 15

Thinking Skill   EVALUATING

The Growin’ of Paul Bunyan 

WILLIAM J. BROOKE folk tale 16

Wisdomkeepers

HARVEY ARDEN AND STEVE WALL interview 24

For Richard Chase 

J IM WAYNE MILLER poem 28

Is Humanity a Special Threat? 

GREGG EASTERBROOK essay 29

Nacho Loco

GARY SOTO short story 34

Baptisms 

JOSEPH BRUCHAC poem 42

Responding to Cluster One

Writing Activity   POSITION PAPER 44

CLUSTER TWO   What Happens When Humanity and Nature Collide? 45

Thinking Skill   ANALYZING

A Fable for Tomorrow  

from Silent Spring

RACHEL CARSON essay 46

78850LTWhatOnEarthIns.indd   6 6/11/13   2:31 PM



7

Battle for the Rain Forest 

JOE KANE article 50

All Revved Up About an Even Bigger Vehicle 

DAVE BARRY humor column 56

When Nature Comes Too Close  

ANTHONY BRANDT article 59

A Sound of Thunder 

RAY BRADBURY short story 64

And They Lived Happily Ever After for a While 

JOHN CIARDI poem 77

Responding to Cluster Two

Writing Activity   ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 78

CLUSTER THREE   How Can We Live in Harmony with Nature? 79

Thinking Skill   PROBLEM SOLVING

Heroes for the Planet: Then and Now 

TIME MAGAZINE photo essay 80

The Sun

MARY OLIVER poem 84

A Palace of Bird Beaks 

HOWARD SCHWARTZ AND BARBARA RUSH folk tale 86

The Face of a Spider 

DAVID QUAMMEN essay 90

David Meets Goliath at City Hall  

ANDREW HOLLEMAN  article 96

Animals, Vegetables and Minerals  

JESSICA SZYMCZYK  personal opinion 101

Working against Time  

DAVID WAGONER  poem 104

78850LTWhatOnEarthIns.indd   7 6/11/13   2:31 PM



8

The King of the Beasts  

PHIL IP JOSÉ FARMER  short story 106

Responding to Cluster Three

Writing Activity   FUTURE WORLD SCENARIO 108

CLUSTER FOUR   Thinking on Your Own 109

Thinking Skill   SYNTHESIZING

A Young Environmentalist Speaks Out 

SEVERN CULLIS-SUZUKI speech 110

The Mushroom 

H.M. HOOVER essay 113

Duck Hunting 

GARY PAULSEN autobiography 118

The Last Dog 

KATHERINE PATERSON short story 124

Is the Weather Getting Worse? 

COLIN MARQUIS AND STU OSTRO article 138

The Last Street

ABRAHAM REISEN poem 142

Responding to Cluster Four    143

Close Reading  144

Using Textual Evidence  151

Comparing Texts  153

Author Biographies  156

78850LTWhatOnEarthIns.indd   8 6/11/13   2:31 PM




