
TABLE OF CONTENTS

PROLOGUE   DREAM VARIATION BY LANGSTON HUGHES 4

CREATING CONTEXT 9

from Still Life in Harlem by Eddy L. Harris • map of Harlem

CLUSTER ONE    WHAT WAS LIFE LIKE DURING  

THE HARLEM RENAISSANCE? 

Thinking Skill   DESCRIBING

Seventh Avenue: The Great Black Way 

JERVIS ANDERSON essay 16

Laundry Workers’ Choir 

VIVIAN MORRIS vignette 22

The Typewriter 

DOROTHY WEST short story 26

Rent Parties 

FRANK BYRD article 36

The Tropics in New York 

CLAUDE MCKAY poem 44

Harlem Wine 

COUNTEE CULLEN poem 45

Responding to Cluster One

Writing Activity  Creating Word Pictures    46

6

78974LTHarlemRenIns.indd   6 6/7/13   8:38 AM



7

CLUSTER TWO    WHAT DID HARLEM RENAISSANCE WRITERS          

SAY ABOUT BEING BLACK?

Thinking Skill   ANALYZING

All God’s Chillun Got Eyes 

E. FRANKLIN FRAZIER memoir 48

Race Pride 

W. E. B. DU BOIS essay 52

I, Too 

LANGSTON HUGHES poem 55

Any Human to Another 

COUNTEE CULLEN poem 56

Black Men, You Shall Be Great Again 

MARCUS GARVEY essay 58

How It Feels to Be Colored Me 

ZORA NEALE HURSTON essay 62

The Pink Hat 

CAROLINE BOND DAY short story 68

A Black Man Talks of Reaping 

ARNA BONTEMPS poem 74

Responding to Cluster Two

Writing Activity  Encounter with the Past 76

CLUSTER THREE    WHAT CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO  

AMERICAN ART AND CULTURE? 

Thinking Skill  GENERALIZING

The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain 

LANGSTON HUGHES essay 78

Miss Cynthie 

RUDOLPH FISHER short story 86

from Ellington’s “Mood in Indigo”  

JANET MABIE article 100

78974LTHarlemRenIns.indd   7 6/7/13   8:38 AM



Jazzonia 

LANGSTON HUGHES poem 105

Responding to Cluster Three

Writing Activity  Musical Poetry 106

CLUSTER FOUR    THINKING ON YOUR OWN 

Thinking Skill  SYNTHESIZING

Spike’s Gotta Do It 

SPIKE LEE journal 108

If Black English Isn’t a Language,  

Then Tell Me, What Is? 

JAMES BALDWIN article 114

In Search of Zora Neale Hurston 

ALICE WALKER personal narrative 118

There’s a Harlem Renaissance in My Head 

MARUICE E. DUHON JR. prose poem 141

Responding to Cluster Four  142

Close Reading  143

Using Textual Evidence  150

Comparing Texts  152

Author Biographies  155

8

78974LTHarlemRenIns.indd   8 6/7/13   8:38 AM




