Shakespeare Shorts

Readers’ Theater Series

Grades 2-4

Written by David McAleese
Iustrated by David McAleese

ISBN 1-55035-795-6
Copyright 2005

All Rights Reserved * Printed in Canada

» Permission to Reproduce
Permission is granted to the individual teacher who purchases one copy of this book to reproduce the student activity
material for use in hisfher classroom only. Reproduction of these materials for an entire school or for a school system,
or for other colleagues or for commercial sale is shictly prohibited. No part of this publication may be transmitted in
any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, recording or otherwise without the prior wiitten permission of the
publisher, “We acknowledge the financial support of the Governmen’r of Canada ’rhrough the Book Publishing Industry
Development Program (BPIDP) for this project.”

Published in the United States by: ; : Published in Canada by:
On the Mark Press ' ' S&S Leaming Materials
3909 Witmer Road PMB 175 , ' " 15 Dairy Avenue
Niagara Falls, New York Napanee, Ontario

" 14305 ’ K7R 1M4

- www.onthemarkpress.com ‘ www.sslearing.com

© On the Mark Press » S&S Learning Materials 1 OTM-1868 » SSR1-68 Shakespeare Shorts



Shakespeare Shorts, Gr. 2-4

Table of Contents

™
At AGlance................ reirernnrrerereresesaaeans crrrreeeeeraaa—raas reeererreeeerereraaens teernnnrerereeeeeaaanes verrrrreenans 2
Teacher Assessment Rubric...............covueeenen. ereeenrrreeeearaans reerrreeeeeesiaaraaas e rerereeeereaas 4
Student Self-Assessment Rubric ..............couveeveunnenee. ceeereeeeeseraeeebteenrreeenrareeenrneen crrreeeenreeens 5

Teacher Guide

INETOAUCTION ..ottt ettt ettt s e tes e e s s o e eeesaeseeeeeeseeennesaeas 6
How to Use this Book..................... e heeeeseeraratretteesateaea b ttaaaeeeabaaaaasrraeesetenntrreesnrrrereeesenrares 7
Suggestions for Reading-Only Performances..........ocoovevevveeereeieieriericreerieieeeece e ssessenns 7
How to Make Nick Bottom’s Donkey Head (A Midsummer Night's Dream) ...................... 8
A Brief Shakespeare BiOgraphy.......coccceeiecieeiieieeiiieeeerer et sseess e s esseeen 9
Student Background Pages
All About William Shakespeare ...........c.ccveeuveneeee. reeeeeeeeteerte e tae et aa e e s aesbtesseebannbaanrann veeee 10
Ilustrated Vocabulary.................. et e ee e ut e e ettt s et et e e r b e e e e bt et e aas st aeaessbaeertae e tnsaaearannesees 11
Globe Theatre Diagram............... et SOOI verereenenns 13
The Plays
Henry V............... OO e r b — et —rbbe s s e st rtba st et e s ee e e e stnttanataeeees 14
MACDET ...ttt ettt e et s bt e st e e ae e et e e neeeene e s e ane e ntesanaeans 17
Hamlet (Gr. 2 Adaptation) .............coeeeveeevcvveennnan. eteeeeeereeeeeteteaieaeassaaaeeenenaeesananenns e 22
Hamlet (G7. 3 & 4 AAADIATION) ......uoeeieneeeneeieeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeesaeeeseseseeeeessesesseseesesesessseneses 25
Romeo and Juliet ...........c.cceuceee. oot earenas veereieseesessssnsaene reereerree s veerverennnn 30
A Midsummer Night's Dream..........ccoveeveennnen. rrreeerrrererrareananes ceeerrreeerenreearanns vereeeeensenne 35
Antony and Cleopatra .............. ceevoeeeenereserasaneanses crreeeerreeeerraeaanns rereenatesessuaeesraens crevesernseeens 4O
King Lear .....ccoceeenennnn. eevererereeeteareeiresasannsennns veererrrrraerenesaeesanannnses cevnereeeeaaenasinens ceeverrenrenrenes 49

Student Follow-up Activities

di hensi
Reading Comprehension...................... SN eererers eeeerrreeetennaas cereeei 56
ive Thinki iti 6
Creative Thinking & Writing.................. eerreeesrrtieserarriians e ea SN veeee 65
Bl kA ivi Sh
ank Activity Sheets ...........cooevvrvvvviaannas S SN rerererenerssaesesane eveeseans cerrareeres cvreeens 77
Answer Key........cccceevennnnnn. eeeeeerrrre ettt s eeebaaseesaaae erereae et eeterabeeseaebeseesranasans creeennnn 70

© On the Mark Press « S&S Learning Materials 3 OTM-1868 » SSR1-68 Shakespeare Shorts



Shakespeare Shorts, Gr. 2-4

All About William Shakespeare

William Shakespeare is famous for the poems and plays that
he wrote. We remember him today, more than 440 years after
he was born!

William Shakespeare was bom on April 23, 1564, in the town
of Stratford-Upon-Avon, in England. His wife’s name was Anne
Hathaway, and he had three children named Susanna, Judith,
and Hamnet. Unfortunately, Hamnet died when he was only
eleven years old.

One day, Shakespeare moved to London, England, and
began fo write plays. His family remained in Stratford-Upon-Avon. Some of his
plays were about famous people from history, some were about war, some were
about romance, and some were comedies. He often acted in his own plays!

In Shakespeare’s time, actors wore inferesting costumes, a few wore masks,
and they used some props, like guns or swords. If you were an actor working with
Shakespeare, you might have been a king, a soldier, a witch, a fairy, or a ghost.
Only men and boys could be in the plays, because people in Shakespeare’s day
thought it was rude for a woman or a girl to be in a play. Since girls were not
allowed, boys got to play the parts of the ladies!

One of the theaters Shakespeare worked in was called The Globe. It could
hold 3 000 people, and was a theater without a roof! Rich people sat on benches
in a covered area, but most people stood on the floor and watched the plays.
The people who stood were called groundlings, and if it rained, they got wet!

Shakespeare returned to Stratford-Upon-Avon when he was much older, after
a fire burned The Globe Theatre 1o the ground. He died when he was 52, on his
pirthday, April 23, in 1616, When he died, he was very famous.

We remember him today because he wrote plays that continue to mean a lot
to us. Plays like Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, and A Midsummer Night's Dream are
still performed everywhere, because people like o hear the ideas and words that
Shakespeare wrote, and because he told stories about the feelings that people
have always had.
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