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NAME: 0 Refore You Read

Galaxies

1. Activate your prior knowledge: You might already know that the solar system is part of
the Milky Way galaxy. What else do you know about the Milky Way? @ive as much detail
as you can.

2. Complete each sentence with a word from the list. Use a dictiond

61ar galaxy gravity Sun

a) The starsin a galaxy are held together by g

b) A is a ball of ho iNng i niverse. Eventually,

c) Stars are gathered into large

d) The Sunisthe cente .All of the planets orbit around the

Sun.
e) The stars that are part of our galaxy. It rotates
around the like all of the other stars in it.

because of how it looks when you see
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¥ ReadinG Passace  MAME

Galaxies

. t the beginning of time, the Big Bang sent alll SPIRALS

of the things in the Universe flying out in all
directions. This included the stars. A star is
a ball of hot gas. The hottest stars are blue or white
and the coolest ones are red. Stars are much larger
than planets. There are as many as 100 billion stars in
the Universe. These stars are grouped into enormous
clusters called galaxies.

ELLIPTICALS

Each galaxy contains millions and millions of stars

the space between the ships, or gala Qer than the ships themselves. This space
is called interstellar space.

. N
inalogy, or comparison, to help

e of galaxies. Draw a picture of what
o show what you learned about them.

a spoon. The swirl
galaxy. Gald

See is like the shape of the Milky Way galaxy.) This is called a spiral
SO come in barred spiral, elliptical and irregular shapes.

Most galaxies are far away from the Earth and can only be seen through powerful
telescopes. Scientists continue to discover new galaxies. When a new galaxy is discovered,
it is given a number. For example, M105 and M51. The galaxies may also have nicknames,
based on what they look like. M105 is called the Sombrero (a big, Mexican hat), and M51 is
called the Whirlpool. As the Universe grows, galaxies are still forming on its far edges.
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Aﬁiep 3ou Ryead e NAME:

Galaxies

1. Use the words in the box to answer each question.

elliptical Milky Way interstellar
red Big Bang Andromeda

a) Whatis the shape of the Milky Way

b) What is the space between the stars

¢) Which group of galaxie
d)

our Universe?

e) Which galoxy isg [ ' iverse that can be

if it is false.

a) Galaxies are grou gether by gravity that rotate around their
own center.

galaxy is the only galaxy that can be seen from Earth with the
e others are too far away 1o be seen.

False
e) The Milky Way galaxy is only slightly larger than the solar system.
True False

f) The Andromeda galaxy is larger than the Milky Way galaxy, and is the same
shape as well.

True False
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