Critical Thinking Skills

Persian Gulf War (1990 - 1991)
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Based on Bloom’s Taxonomy
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The War Begins

1. With a straight line, connect each word on the left with its meaning on the right.

A ruthless battle

protect cruel

support exactn

deadline allia

coadlition cret

critical safeguard

opponent enemy

combat uphold

stealth important

accuracy last possible moment

2. Weapons of war have certainly undergone some changes during the past century.
What are some examples of weapons that are available for use in a war today?

3. What might be considered the “ultimate” weapon today? Why is it so important
that such a weapon never be used?
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eople the world over were very
E nervous about the idea of facing

Saddam Hussein and the ruthless
Republican Guard in a war. Saddam, it was
said, “simply does not understand fear.” The
lragi army was believed to number over
1.2 million and supporting them were over
750 fighter planes and bombers. ' : =

Shortly after the invasion of Kuwait, the
United States, under the leadership of George H.W. Bu
and military equipment to the Gulf region to
areq, and to protect their sources of oil in 1
Operation Desert Shield.

sending troops
er nations in the

jdent Bush gave it the A
a sert Shield”?
-
J
The United Nations Qg raq that it must leave Kuwait by January 15, 1991.The

whole world then held jfs gPeath. In the meantime a number of nations, including
Great Britain, France, and Canada joined the Coalition in Operation Desert Shield.

When the January 15th deadline passed and Iraq refused to leave Kuwait,
President Bush ordered the start of the air attack on Iragi military targefts.
Operation Desert Shield had become Operation Desert Storm.

Operation Desert Storm began with the most awesome air assault ever. In the first
week they flew almost 5,000 missions - losing only fen planes. Tomahawk cruise
missiles and “Stealth” fighter planes were used for the first time in combat. The
"Stealth” bombers dropped laser-guided “smart bomibbs” with pinpoint accuracy.

The war against Saddam Hussein and his armies was only beginning. How tough
an opponent would the Iragi army prove to be in this critical next phase of the
war - the ground war?
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1. Fill in each blank with the correct word from the reading.

a) It was said that Saddam Hussein simply didn’t understand

b) The Iragi army was believed to number over million and were
supported by fighter planes and bombers.

c) The military build up in the Middle East by the Unite ates and ifs allies was known
as Operation Desert .

d) The purpose of this operation was to protect natiogs of the area as well as the

sources of :
e) The United told ad@they must leave Kuwait by January
. 1991,
f) The air aftack was direc pll fargefs.

T were not a part of Operation Desert Storm.,
Stealth bombers Tomahawk missiles smart bombs Spitfire fighter planes
b) any of the following that were not a part of the Persian Gulf War.

George H.W. Bush Bill Clinton Saddam Hussein Republican Guard

¢) Underline the nation that did not join Operation Desert Shield.

Israel Greaft Britain France Canada
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3. Answer each question with a full sentence.

a) What advantage was there in the use of Stealth bombers?

b) Why do you think the air assault was planned befor. e ground war began?

¢) How many missions were flown by e ion forces during the war’s first week,
and how many planes did they lo O TQRUIT?

4. President George H.W. Bush played an
important part in the Persian Gulf War.
Investigate the life and accomplishments
of this man and write a one-page report
outlining a few key points about his personal
life and political career. Pay special
attention to the role he played in the Persian
Gulf War.
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