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Activity Six
In The Tale of Despereaux, much of the story’s setting is in the dark and gloomy dungeon 
of the castle. Do you know of any another stories that are set in a dungeon?

What genre of story could you write that has a setting in a dungeon?

Have you ever visited a dark and dreary dungeon?

How do you think dungeons are built?

Like the castles they are a part of, many dungeons were built in the medieval times 
(middle ages). What was the purpose of dungeons when they were constructed?

Why do dungeons actually have so many twists, turns and and dead ends?

Why didn’t they have windows?

In most societies today, where are prisoners held?
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Activity Five
In the novel, The Tale of Despereaux, we meet a royal family: the King, the Queen and 
their daughter Princess Pea. 

How does a family become a royal family?

Where can we find royal families today?

Why is the presence of royal families important today? 

If you could be part of a royal family, which famliy would you choose? Why this royal 
family?

What would you like and dislike about being part of a royal family?  

What clothing would you like to wear?  

What would traditions would you like to take part in?  

Which humanitarian organization would you be spokesperson for? Why would you 
choose this cause? 

NAME: 

The Tale of Despereaux  CC2302

...................Student Worksheet

©©
4A

Activity Four
Timothy Basil Ering is the illustrator of The Tale of Despereaux and he has illustrated other 
books as well. What other books have you read that were illustrated by Timothy Basil Ering?

Why are his illustrations so special?

What type of art media does he used?

How did he get started as an illustrator?

If you could have him illustrate a scene from your favorite book (other than The Tale of 
Despereaux) what book and which scene would you want him to illustrate? Why did you 
choose that scene?

Describe your favorite illustration in The Tale of Despereaux. 

Can you draw Despereaux, Roscuro, Miggery Sow or another character?
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Activity Three
The Tale of Despereaux tells the story of a mouse (Despereaux) and a rat (Roscuro). Which 
character would fit in more with you and your family based on the information you read in the 
book? Explain your choice.

Which would make a better pet? Complete the chart below.

Mouse Rat

What do they eat?

Where do they sleep?

What care do they need?

What equipment do they need?

Exercise? Life span?

Possible Difficulties?
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Activity Two
The Tale of Despereaux is a fairy tale. What other fairy tales do you know? 

Which character in this novel is your favorite? Why?

What do you have in common with this character?

Chose one character from The Tale of Despereaux and one character from another 
fairy tale. In the chart below, write things that all three of you have in common and 
things that are different.

 The Tale of Despereaux  Other Character: You

 The Tale of Despereaux  Other Character: You

THINGS IN COMMON

THINGS THAT DIFFER 
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Activity One
Kate DiCamillo is the author of The Tale of Despereaux and she has written five other 
books as well. What other books have you read written by Kate DiCamillo?

Would you be more interested in reading a story about a dog or a story about a pig? 
Explain your choice.

Kate DiCamillo considers herself a storyteller before she considers herself a writer. How 
do you see these two careers? Which career is more appealing to you? Why?

Kate oftens visits schools and bookstores. If you had the opportuntiy to visit and meet
with Kate what would you ask her? What information would you like to get from her?

Illustrate one of your favorite scenes from The Tale of Despereaux.

SAMPLE



The Tale of Despereaux  CC2302© 4

Assessment Rubric
..................
The Tale of Despereaux

Student’s Name:  ______________________________  Assignment: ______________________  Level: ___________

 STRENGTHS:   WEAKNESSES:  NEXT STEPS:

Level 3

• Demonstrates a 
good understanding 

of the novel
 

• All required 
information complete; 

key details contain 
some description

• Good variety in 
word choice; 

language precise and 
quite descriptive

• Some errors in 
convention

Level 4

• Demonstrates 
a thorough 

understanding of the 
novel  

• All required 
information complete; 
enough description for 

clarity

• Writer’s voice is 
apparent throughout. 

Excellent choice 
of words; precise 

language.

• Few errors in 
convention

Level 2

• Demonstrates a 
basic understanding 

of the novel

• Some information 
complete; details 

missing

• Some variety in 
word choice; 

language somewhat 
vague and imprecise

• Repeated errors in 
mechanics and usage

Level 1

• Demonstrates a 
limited understanding 

of the novel

• Information 
incomplete; key 
details missing

• Little variety in 
word choice; 

language vague and 
imprecise

• Errors seriously 
interfere with the 
writer’s purpose

S

Comprehension 
of the Novel

Content

Style

Conventions SAMPLE
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 Chapters Eleven to Fifteen 
Part A

a) The threadmaster told Despereaux to be brave for the princess.

b) Despereaux fainted a second time during the council meeting.

c) Antoinette’s last words to Despereaux were “so long”.

d) One of the hoods who brought Despereaux to the dungeon was 
his own sister.

e) Despereaux asked if he could see the princess one last time.

f) Gregory, the jailer, would save Despereaux if Despereaux read him 
a story.

1.

T  F
T  F

T  F

T  F

Circle      if the statement is TRUE or      if it is FALSE.T    F 

T  F

T  F

2. Number the events from        to        in the order they occurred in 
the chapters.

1        6       

a) Antoinette was worried about what was going to happen to her baby.

b) Despereaux wanted to be brave so he started to recite the story about 
the knight and his armor.

c) Despereaux met Gregory, the jailer, when Gregory lit the match.

d) Perfidy and Pea were the two words Despereaux retained during his 
flight. 

e) Two mice wearing black hoods brought Despereaux to the dungeon.

f) Despereaux was threaded in red thread by the threadmaster.

SAMPLE
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1. How do you think the Head Mouse will react when he finds out that Despereaux is 
still alive? What will the new plan be? 

Chapters Forty-one to Forty-six

2. Using a dictionary, find the meaning of the word quest. Have you ever been on a 
quest? Where and when did this happen? Explain.        

Vocabulary

Use a dictionary to find the meaning of each of the following words. Write each word 
next to its definition. In the boxes, write each word’s part of speech (noun, verb, 
adjective, etc.).  

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

 Word Part of Speech Meaning

audible      cascade      lair      perspective      tapestry      waft

1

2

3

4

5

6

point of view     

float gently and easily

a rush of water

heavy hand-worked fabric

to be able to be heard

hideaway

SAMPLE
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