Critical Thinking Skills

James and the Giant Peach

Chapter Q' ¢stions
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Critical Thinking

Writing
Tasks
Graphic
Organizers

* Identify Story Elements
* Recall Details

* Match

* Sequence

LEVEL 1
Knowledge
NSNS
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» Compare Characters
e Summarize

e State Main Idea v
e Describe
¢ Classify

LEVEL 2

Application | Comprehension
AN

¢ Plan
e Interview
* Make Inferences

LEVEL 3

LEVEL 4
Analysis
AN
AN
SSS

* Predict
* Design
* Create
* Imagine Alternatives v/

LEVEL 5
Synthesis
AN

* Defend An Opinion AR Araraxd
* Make Judgements v v/
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N
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rLEVEL 6
Evaluation

Based on Bloom’s Taxonomy
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Graphic Organizer Transparencies

The three Graphic Organizer Transparencies included in this are especially suited to a
study of James and the Giant Peach. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom,
or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The transparencies can be used on an
overhead projector in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets.
To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish tgmse the Assessment Rubric (on page 4).

KWLQ Chart KWLQ CH

Choose one of the following creatures from James and the Giant Peach:

'd with fascinating facts

‘ m spiders and centipedes to
= = e grasshoppers, earthw, silkworms. The KWLQ chart is
ts to work on over the course of
ing the novel have students choose a
complete the first two columns of the
What 1 Want to Learn). As they read
in the third column (What I Learned).

spiders  grasshoppers  cenfipedes  earthworms  silkworms

They Still Have, or things they would like to learn.
use this chart to begin a research project on their
ound on Page 53.

‘Getasswoon conruers & rrsss O PR —

TEN-STEP SEQUENCE

In the Ten-Step Sequence chart students a

the ten main events of the story and writ
the story. This organizer can also be

plan and write a new story. As a plann

writing, have students record a few key W in each
pcused and

clear. Then, have them wri
their outline.

PEACHES

This graphic organizer is a brainstorming activity. In the large
circle, students write all the food items that can be made with a
peach (such as pies, cakes, muffins, cobbler, jam, jelly, squares,
etc.). Then, in the smaller circles, students brainstorm other
uses for peaches that are non-edible. Possible answers include:
ink printing with peach halves or with the pit, making animals
or other creatures with the pit, making the pit into a holiday
ornament (Christmas, Halloween, etc.), making a wreath with
many pits, making potpourri with the skin, etc. Teachers may
wish to have students use their ideas in a follow-up art activity.
Found on Page 55.
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NAME: MTer You Read @

Chapters Thirty-seven to Thirty-nine

1. When their journey finally ends, James and his friends stay in America, and
all become rich and successful. Who has each Qf these happy endings?

Silkworm  Centipede Earthwo
Miss Spider Ladybug James asshopper

a) Who became the light i he torch of the Statue of
Liberty?

b) Who became okegperson” for a company that
) am?

you AGREE or DISAGREE with each? Circle your
ions on the lines provided.

Agree Disagree a) James is the narrator of this story.

Agree Disagree b) The novel could have had a similar happy
ending if the peach had landed in a city in
Europe instead of America.
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MTer You Read @ NAME:

Chapters Thirty-seven to Thirty-nine

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. Why do you think the Chief of Police believed tha
outer space?

e travelers had come from

2. How did Centipede respond when he saw that every as afraid of them? Given
what we know about Centipede’s characger, is his reacjion surprising? Explain why or
why not.

the nicest in the world. How does he
for each character to summarize

3.  James tells the crowd that the creggure
describe each one in his song?
his descriptions.

4. What was the most mar
this so wonderful for him*

hat had ever happened to James? Why was

eNthroughout this novel. Much of it is make-believe,
tasy world. There are, however, some things that are
realistic. Think bacC ory, and write down dt ledast five things that could
happen in real life. They, have to do with the sefting, characters or events,

In Chapter Thirty-five, we read that the peach plummeted )
down from the sky while “the whole city held its breath”.
Beginning at this moment in the story, write a completely
different ending. Will it be funny? Will it be tragic? Will
everyone live happily ever after? )
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Chapters1to 9

In Chapter Three, James met a man who had a bag of magic crystals. They were
actually one thousand crocodile fongues that had been boiled in the skull of a
witch with lizard eyeballs. Reread this chapter and notice that the man’s description
is very much like a recipe for a stew!

4 )
L _J
00000000000 OCGOOOODS
Peacjges ar y delicious and healthy fruit to eat.
( Create a new regj sing peaches as your main ingredient. )

Here are some questions for you to consider as you are creating your recipe:

* What kind of recipe with it be - a main or side dish?
* What meal will it be for - breakfast, dessert, or another meal?
* What other ingredients will you need? ¢ What steps are needed to make it?
* Will it need to be cooked or baked? ¢ Can children make this recipe?
* What safety precautions will you recommend?
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