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 FREE!    6 Bonus Activities! 
3 EASY STEPS to receive your 6 Bonus Activities!
 • Go to our sister company’s website: 
 www.classroomcompletepress.com\bonus 
 • Click on item CC2504 – The Great Gilly Hopkins
 • Enter pass code CC2504D 
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Activity Two
In The Great Gilly Hopkins we read about two states other that the main setting of the novel; 
Gilly’s mother, Courtney, lives in San Francisco, CALIFORNIA, and Gilly eventually moves to 

Jackson, VIRGINIA. Choose ONE of these states (one that you do not live in), and compare it 
to the state in which you live. (You will need to do some research to complete this activity.)

What do you already know about this state (either California or Virginia), based on 
information you have heard or read, or based on your own experience?

Next, create a T-Chart like the one below and complete the questions for both states.

 Question My Home State: State for Comparison:
 _________________________ _________________________

 1.

 2.

1. Where is THE state located? Which states border it?

2. What is the state’s population? What is the capital city?
What is the population of the capital city?

3. Describe the climate of this state.

4. How does the climate affect the people who live there and those that visit it?

5. What kinds of animal wildlife is unique to the state?

6. What kinds of plant life is unique to the state?

7. What are the state’s major industries?

8. What are some of the state’s major tourist attractions?

9. Who is the Governor? How long has this person been in power?

10. What interesting historical event has taken place in this state?
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Activity Four
In Because of Winn-Dixie, we see two examples of how 

alcohol can negatively affect people’s lives.

• Opal’s mother drank far too much, and the preacher says that was one  
 of the reasons that they fought a lot before she left them.

• Gloria Dump’s ghost tree is decorated with dozens of empty alcohol   
 bottles, many of which she emptied when she did bad things.

While drugs from a doctor are given to us to make us better, in your Health class, 
you have probably learned about the

 harmful affects of illegal drugs, cigarettes, and alcohol.  

Thinking about what you have learned, and what Because of Winn-Dixie 
shows us, complete the following two writing activities:

Design a POSTER showing some of the harmful affects of illegal drugs, 
cigarettes, and alcohol. 

 Think about:
 • What will your poster show?  
 • Which words will you choose to put on your poster?  
 • What will your message be?
 • Which colors will you use?

When you are finished, present both your poster 
and your skit to your class.

Part A

Part B

Write a short SKIT, based on one of the examples from the novel, that shows 
the dangers of alcohol. 

 Think about:
 • What will your skit show?  
 • Which characters will be in your skit?
 • What will your skit’s message be?
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Activity Six
Because of Winn-Dixie is written by the author Kate DiCamillo. 

Conduct some research on her to find about her life and her career. 
Record your findings on a lined piece of paper.

Here are some RESEARCH starters for you:

  • What other books has Kate DiCamillo written?

  • Which awards has she won, and why were they awarded?

  • Where does she get her ideas for her stories? 
 
  • Where does she live?

  • Where can you write to Kate DiCamillo? 

Be sure to have proper permission from your teacher and 
your parents before sending any letter.  

Share your letter with them before sending it, so that they can approve it!

After mailing your letter, it may take some time to receive an answer. 
While there is no guarantee you’ll receive an answer, 

most children’s authors take the time to answer their mail!  

Good luck!

Conduct your research at school, using things such as author biographies and the
 Internet.  For your safety, if you are using the Internet, always remember to use 
only those web sites approved by your school, your teacher, or your parents! 

Check with them fi rst, before beginning any research.

After completing your research, write A LETTER to Kate DiCamillo, using proper letter format.  

Think about the following things:

• What questions do you have for her?  
• Will you tell her about some of the things you have learned about her?  

• What will you tell her about your experiences with, and opinions 
about, Because of Winn-Dixie? 
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Activity One
1. Katherine Paterson has written numerous books for young people since her fi rst work 

of fi ction was published in 1973. Other than The Great Gilly Hopkins what books have 
you read by this author? If you have not read any others, investigate some of her other 
books. Choose one that interests you and explain what appeals to you about it. 

2. Katherine Paterson is well known for her realistic fi ction about the lives of young peo-
ple. Would you be more interested in reading another of her novels about a boy or 
girl? Explain your choice.

3. Katherine Paterson loves to write stories based on, or inspired by, the experiences in 
her own life. If you could give her guidelines for her next novel, what would you recom-
mend she write about based on what is happening in your life at the moment? 

4. If you had the opportunity to meet Katherine, what three questions would you want to 
ask her?

5. Imagine that you are an illustrator, and have been asked to draw one scene of your 
choice from The Great Gilly Hopkins. Which scene would you choose and why? Illus-
trate your scene  below. 
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Activity Three
Answer each question with a complete sentence.
In The Great Gilly Hopkins we read that Gilly lived with six different foster families from the 
time she was a baby through to the end of the novel. At the story’s conclusion, Gilly moves in 
with Nonnie, Courtney’s mother, and her life in foster care is fi nally over. 

Do you believe Gilly’s grandmother is doing the right thing by taking her? Why or why not?1.

Investigate: 
 a) What is the purpose of foster care? Who can use the services in foster care?

 b) What is the difference between foster parents and adoptive parents?

2.

Investigate: What are the requirements for being a foster parent?3.

People choose to become foster parents for numerous reasons. What do you think those 
reasons might be? (Try to come up with at least three). Hint: consider how being a foster 
parent would benefi t a person.

4.

Would you ever consider becoming a foster parent? Why or why not?  5.

Challenge Yourself! 
Do some research to fi nd a real life account by a foster parent or someone who was once 
in the foster care system as a child. Read about his or her experiences and write a brief 
summary of their account. Then, write down one or two things that you learned from this 
reading. (It may be a stereotype about foster children that you discovered is not true, or 
something else.)
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Activity Five
Because of Winn-Dixie takes place in Naomi, Florida. 

Pretend you are a geographer and a historian, and complete some research on Florida.  
Record your answers on lined paper, and present your findings as a project.

    Your First Task

Is Naomi, Florida a real place? 
If yes, then what facts can you find out about it?

    Your Second Task

Find out all that you can about Florida, using the 
following questions as research starters.

 • Where is Florida located?  
 • Which states border Florida?
 • What is the population of Florida?  
 • What is the capital city of Florida?
 • What is the climate of Florida like?  
 • How does this climate affect the people who live there, 
  and the people who visit?
 • What are Florida’s major industries? 
 • What kinds of wildlife are unique to Florida?
 • What kinds of interesting plant life would you find in Florida?  
 • What are some of Florida’s major tourist attractions?

    Your Third Task  

Ask two questions of your own about Florida, and 
record the answers on your sheet of lined paper.

 Question 1: 

 Question 2: 

    
    Your Fourth Task

Think about the novel Because of Winn-Dixie. 
What information in the novel is accurate in its depiction of Florida?

1.

2.

3.

4.

SAMPLE
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Chapter One
Part A

a) This is Gilly’s second foster home.

b) Miss Ellis is Gilly’s social worker.

c) Gilly gave W.E. the most fearful face in all her repertory.

d) Gilly blew her bubble gum into a bubble right into Miss Ellis’ hair.

e) Gilly’s real name is Galadriel Hopkins.

f) Gilly had perfected how to vomit at will.

1.

T  F

Circle      if the statement is TRUE or      if it is FALSE.T    F 

T  F

T  F

T  F

T  F

T  F

2. Number the events from      to      in the order they occurred in 
the chapter.

a) Miss Ellis prodded Gilly through the doorway. 

b) Mrs. Trotter opened the door and welcomed them to Thompson Park.

c) Gilly was going for the Guinness Record for uncombed hair.

d) Miss Ellis told Gilly the change of address was not her fault.

e) Gilly smiled at Miss Ellis.

f) Gilly gave William a look.

1     6SAMPLE
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Chapter Five

Vocabulary

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

2. Is Gilly realistic in thinking that she can get a one-way ticket back to her mom? 
What important point can you think of that Gilly hasn’t considered?

1. Do you think Gilly will go back to Mr. Randolph’s to see if there’s more money? If you 
were Gilly, what would you do?

Write each word beside its antonym. (Remember: antonyms are words 
that have opposite meanings.) Then, for each pair of antonyms, write a 
sentence that includes both words within the same sentence. 

tentative

delectable

immediate

halt

obvious

interpret

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

distasteful obscuremisunderstanddistant

fi nalproceed
SAMPLE
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Title:
Author: 

Main 
Character

Supporting
Characters

Setting

Favorite Part

Least Favorite Part

My changes to the story

SAMPLE


