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How Climate Change Can
Affect Fresh Water

..0.00......O...Q.O......0.0....0.0...000....:
: 1. The word TRUE if the statement is TRUE orThe word FALSE :
° if it is FALSE. °
: a) Earth’s average temperature is getting warmer. :
o TRUE FALSE °
: b) The greenhouse effect explains how plants use sunlight to make food. :
° TRUE FALSE o
: c) Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas. :
° TRUE FALSE °
: d) Ice caps at the North and South Poles fresh wOWEr. :
° TRUE FALSE °
: e) Polarice caps are getting large :
: TRUE FALSE :
° f) Ocean levels are rising. °
: TRUE FALSE :
® g) Rising femperaturegauses{a O evaporate more slowly. °
* TRUE FA .
° h) Using gasoli sa releases greenhouse gases. °
: 00000 IREIE. Y :
[ ] ...0.0.0.00.0.0...0....0...

2. Put a check mark (v) t to the answer that is most correct.

a) All of these are fossil fuels, except:

O a ol
O B codl
O ¢ wood

O p natural gas

b) Where is most of Earth’s fresh water?

O A inlakes

O B underground

O ¢ inthe oceans

O b in polar ice caps
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How Climate Change Can
Affect Fresh Water

ou may have heard of
Some of thiz oul f=ialip ] infrared radiafion
the greenhouse effect. ‘\.l.(f pialelont saph oottt
It is the greenhouse . .-_ el e
JA’ ‘l\

effect that makes the inside of

a greenhouse warm enough to

grow flowers and vegetables .o
when it is snowing outside.

Sunlight passes easily through the
greenhouse windows and warms
the soil inside. The warm soil gives
off heat, but heat does not pass
through the glass as easily as

the light did. The result is a higher
tfemperature inside than outside.

The planet Earth also has a

greenhouse effect. Som e

gases in the atmosphere

e wigows.
house gases. They let sunlight in, which warms the

heat the Earth gives off. So the greenhouse effect is a

th would be too cold to support life.

These gases are falle
Earth, but tfrap so
good thing. Without j

But Earth may be in for too much of a good thing. The greenhouse effect is
becoming greater, and Earth is becoming warmer. This is because people have

\
When a car is left in the sun with the windows
/ closed, the inside gets hotter than the outside
/ temperature. Explain how this happens in terms of
o o
-t the greenhouse effect.
-
y
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been burning a lot of fossil fuels (coal, oil, and natural gas) over the past 100
years. When fossil fuels burn, some of the products are greenhouse gases.

When Earth’s temperature rises, it affects all other parts of the climate, such as
wind, precipitation, and air pressure. Some of the changes scientists can predict
and some they cannot. They know what is going to change, but they often don’t
know how climate will change, how much it will chan r which parts of the
world will be affected most.

This is what is known: The average temperature of Earth |

the North and South Poles, where it is in &
is floating on the ocean, and some o
fresh water on Earth will increase. Mo
amount of salt water will also |

problems for people living in low-y stal areas.

Higher temperatures will ¢ aporation of water from land and water. In
hot, dry areas where water rce, it will become even scarcer. Average rainfall
for the whole plangfP will also Ycrease.

What is not known: own how climate change will affect the distribution
of fresh water on Eart ikely that some places with more water than they need
will get even more, and places that don’t have enough will have even less.

One coming change that cannot be predicted very well is how the path of
ocean currents will change. Changes in currents will cause changes in the
temperatures, rainfall, and wind direction for areas near oceans. It has also been
suggested that storms, like hurricanes, might become more violent and more
frequent.

To sum it up: Climate change is definitely happening. This change will increase
the amount of fresh water. Some places on Earth will have more fresh water and
some will have less, but it is foo soon to know who will get more water and who
will get less.
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