Critical Thinking Skills

The Summer of the Swans
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e Summarize
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Based on Bloom’s Taxonomy
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(D Before You Teach

1.2.3

Graphic Organizer Transparencies

The three Graphic Organizer Transparencies included in our are especially suited to a
study of The Summer of the Swans. Below are suggestions for using each organizer in your classroom,
or they may be adapted to suit the individual needs of your students. The transparencies can be used on an
overhead projector in teacher-led activities, and/or photocopied for use as student worksheets.
To evaluate students’ responses to any of the organizers, you may wish to use the Assessment Rubric (on page 4).

Problem-Solution Chart PROBLEM - SOLUTION CHART

Sara, the main character of The Summer of the Swans is going
through a lot of doubts gpout herself as the story unfolds. She is

her younger brot @ who is also disabled; a father who
seems remote and Melby, a local boy she just
can’t stand. Students list as many problems from the
novel as tig tered in the left-hand column. In
the right-ha ssible solutions to these problems are to

be d.

Sequence Chart

to remind the students that eac
component in moving the plot t

Five W’s Chart

FIVE W’S CHART

The novel, The Summer of the Swans, features many exciting,
moments. In this activity, students are asked to isolate one such
event that they particularly enjoyed. Using the chosen event,
the student is asked to complete the Five W’s Chart, providing
the relevant details for the 5 W’s — who, what when, why and
where. The five W’s have been used as a helpful device by
newspaper reporters when compiling the main elements of a
story. Found on Page 55.
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NAME: 0 Refore You Read

Chapters One to Three

m Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. In the first few chapters of the novel you will meet a boy named Charlie, who is a
bit “different” than most boys his age. How might it be difficult to have a brother or
sister in the family who is "disadvantaged” in some way?

2. How might it be good for a family to have a family gem who needs extra care
and loving?

Choose a word fr ist that means the same or
Vocabulary nearly the same as n¥erlined word.
illusion miser pathetic emphatic
abruptly detests inscrutable

y kitten gave a most piteous cry when | stepped on
il

% old man had such an incomprehensible look on his face

that no one dared question him.

3.  When my boyfriend left | was so wretched | wouldn’t speak
to a soul for weeks.

She got up so suddenly that she spilled her drink on the floor.

b

No one hates the sight of blood more than me.

She gave a forceful nod of her head when he asked the
question.

7. The oases was only a mirage.

8. John was interested in joining the navy.
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NAME: MTer You Read @

Chapters Seven to Eight

Part B Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. Sara tells Charlie, "The swans are exactly alike. Exactly. No one can tell them apart”.
How true do you think this statfement is? Explain your answer.

2. Why do you think Charlie didn’t want to leave the | ?

3. Describe how Sara saw her life as sudd an

4. What bothered Sara about Fr

5. Describe how th@@Ho tereotype of beauty had affected Sara. Do you think
she has a legitim oing® Explain your answer.

6. What had happened to Charlie when he was three years old?

~
Chapter 8 reveals some real issues that Sara has regarding

some of the girls in her school. Perhaps you have had similar
thoughts about some of the boys and/or girls in your school.
Write a journal entry describing your feelings about students that
you just can’t seem to identify with - for one reason or another.
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NAME: MTer You Read @

Chapters Thirteen to Fourteen

([
‘1 @ if the statement is TRUE or () if it is FALSE. °
[ J
¢ T F a) Sara thought it was a waste of fime for Aunt Willie to call °
¢ her father about Charlie. °
(]
o T F b) Sara’s father lived in Washingto ®
° T F ¢) Aunt Willie was the sister of Sara :
¢ T F d) When Sara meets Joe M at the Mllgame, she was °
L pleased he wanted e regor Charlie. o
: T F e) Despite being ext @ pset When speaking with Joe, °
Sara refused t *I emotions and stopped herself °
o from crying. o
[ J
. T F f) Sara had N &mbarrassed when someone ]
calleglout ™ utiful” when the person they were °
¢ at was Rosey Camdon. o
o ...............

2. Number the evelis fro o to 6 in the order they occurred in the
chapters.

a) Someone in the ball game hits a home run.

__ b) Onthe way to Mary’s house, Sara meets Joe Melby.
______ ¢©) Saraleaves the house to begin her search for Charlie.
___ d) Sara meets Mary.

_ e) Aunt Willie calls Sara’s father.

) Sara accuses Joe of stealing Charlie’s watch.
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