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All his life, Steve Jobs worked to change the way people used technology. 
He created innovative products that people loved to use. In an interview, 
Jobs said it best: “We started out to get a computer in the hands of 
everyday people, and we succeeded beyond our wildest dreams.”
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I love him 
dearly, but 
I can’t take 
care of him.

Take that back!

Your real mom 
didn’t want you, 
so she just gave 
you away!

You are more special 
because you were a gift 
to us. Never feel like 
you were unwanted.

On February 24, 1955, a baby boy was born in San Francisco, California. 
The biological parents were two college students who could not raise the 
boy. His birth mother decided to place him for adoption.

The young Steve 
was teased by some 
classmates because 
he was adopted.

Don’t worry. We will 
find him a loving home.

The birth 
mother was 
clear that you 
must send the 
boy to college.

We chose you 
to be our son.

Paul and Clara Jobs 
adopted the baby 
boy. They named him 
Steven Paul Jobs.

Paul was a 
machinist 
and taught 
Steve about 
electronics.

We’ll start saving 
for it right away!

Wow, 
that’s 
neat!

The speaker 
turns that 
electricity into 
the song that 
you hear.
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Steve never felt bad about his adoption after that.

Paul and Clara adopted 
Patty in 1958.
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At school, his teachers knew Steve 
was very smart. But he spent his time 
pulling pranks rather than studying. 

One teacher bribed him to study.

Now Steve was the 
youngest kid in 
class. Some of his 
classmates bullied him. 

Steve was so unhappy 
that he asked his 
parents to move him 
to another school.

The family of four 
moved to Los Altos, 
California, near the 
electronics company, 
Hewlett Packard.

He did so well in his fourth grade 
class that he skipped the fifth grade.

Steve, I’m so proud of you!

Honey, we’ve got 
to do something.

I’ll be back in 
a moment. I 
expect you 
all to behave.

I’ll give you 
candy for 
every A you 
make.

I’m going to put this 
tack on her chair.

Yes, ma’am!

I’m going to promote him 
directly to sixth grade.

I can’t stand it there! 
The kids are so mean!
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In high school, Steve met someone 
who would have a big impact on his 
life. He met college student Steve 
Wozniak. Everybody called him Woz. 

Steve was 
already ahead 
of his time. For 
the high school 
talent show, he 
put on a laser 
light show. This 
was in 1972 
before most 
people had 
heard of lasers. 

He loved 
attending his 
electronics class.

Steve even called 
the president of 
Hewlett Packard 
to get electronic 
parts.

The two Steves 
quickly became 
friends. They 
both loved 
playing with 
electronics. 
Sometimes they 
would get into 
trouble with 
a TV-jamming 
machine they 
invented.

Does HP have 
some spare 
parts they can 
send to me?

Hey! What’s wrong 
with the TV?!?

I’ve never seen 
anything like this!

How’d he do that?!?

What? Who is this?

Wow!
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In 1973 after high school, Steve 
attended Reed College in Oregon. 
But he was bored and unhappy.

He snuck into creative classes, such 
as calligraphy. 

He returned soda bottles for the 
nickel deposit to buy food.

He lost his dorm room because he 
wasn’t enrolled in school anymore. 
He slept on friends’ floors.

Steve was struggling to find 
meaning in life. He studied different 
religions, especially Buddhism. He 
ate only fruits and rarely showered.

What am  
I doing here? 

I’m just wasting 
my parents’ 

money.

Thanks, this will 
get me apples 
and bananas.

The shelter down 
the street has a 
soup kitchen if 
you need a meal.
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