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Assessment Rubric
..................

Sing Down the Moon

St
u

d
e

n
t’

s 
N

a
m

e
:  _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
 A

ss
ig

n
m

e
n

t:
  

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
 L

e
ve

l: 
__

__
__

__
__

_

W
E

A
K

N
E

S
S

E
S

:
 S

T
R

E
N

G
T

H
S

:
N

E
X

T
 S

T
E

P
S

:

Le
ve

l 1
Le

ve
l 2

Le
ve

l 3
Le

ve
l 4

C
om

p
re

h
en

si
o
n

  
o
f 

N
o
ve

l
D

em
on

st
ra

te
s 

a 
li

m
it

ed
 

u
n

de
rs

ta
n

di
n

g 
 

of
 t

h
e 

n
ov

el

D
em

on
st

ra
te

s 
 

a 
ba

si
c 

u
n

de
rs

ta
n

di
n

g 
 

of
 t

h
e 

n
ov

el

D
em

on
st

ra
te

s 
 

a 
go

od
 

u
n

de
rs

ta
n

di
n

g 
 

of
 t

h
e 

n
ov

el

D
em

on
st

ra
te

s 
a 

th
or

ou
gh

 
u

n
de

rs
ta

n
di

n
g 

 
of

 t
h

e 
n

ov
el

C
on

te
n

t
• 

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n

 a
n

d 
de

ta
il

s 
re

le
va

n
t 

 
to

 f
oc

u
s

E
le

m
en

ts
 

in
co

m
pl

et
e;

 k
ey

 
de

ta
il

s 
m

is
si

n
g

So
m

e 
el

em
en

ts
 

co
m

pl
et

e;
 d

et
ai

ls
 

m
is

si
n

g

A
ll

 r
eq

u
ir

ed
 

el
em

en
ts

 
co

m
pl

et
ed

; k
ey

 
de

ta
il

s 
co

n
ta

in
 

so
m

e 
de

sc
ri

pt
io

n

A
ll

 r
eq

u
ir

ed
 

el
em

en
ts

 
co

m
pl

et
ed

; e
n

ou
gh

 
de

sc
ri

pt
io

n
  

fo
r 

cl
ar

it
y

S
ty

le
• 

 ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
w

or
d 

ch
oi

ce
 a

n
d 

or
ig

in
al

it
y

• 
 pr

ec
is

e 
la

n
gu

ag
e

L
it

tl
e 

va
ri

et
y 

in
  

w
or

d 
ch

oi
ce

.
L

an
gu

ag
e 

va
gu

e 
 

an
d 

im
pr

ec
is

e

So
m

e 
va

ri
et

y 
in

  
w

or
d 

ch
oi

ce
. 

L
an

gu
ag

e 
so

m
ew

h
at

 v
ag

u
e 

an
d 

im
pr

ec
is

e

G
oo

d 
va

ri
et

y 
in

  
w

or
d 

ch
oi

ce
. 

L
an

gu
ag

e 
pr

ec
is

e 
an

d 
qu

it
e 

de
sc

ri
pt

iv
e

W
ri

te
r’s

 v
oi

ce
 

is
 a

pp
ar

en
t 

th
ro

u
gh

ou
t.

 
E

xc
el

le
n

t 
ch

oi
ce

 
of

 w
or

ds
. P

re
ci

se
 

la
n

gu
ag

e

C
o
n

ve
n

ti
o
n

s
• 

 sp
el

li
n

g,
 

la
n

gu
ag

e,
 

ca
pi

ta
li

za
ti

on
, 

pu
n

ct
u

at
io

n

E
rr

or
s 

se
ri

ou
sl

y 
in

te
rf

er
e 

w
it

h
 t

h
e 

w
ri

te
r’s

 p
u

rp
os

e

R
ep

ea
te

d 
er

ro
rs

  
in

 m
ec

h
an

ic
s 

 
an

d 
u

sa
ge

So
m

e 
er

ro
rs

 i
n

 
co

n
ve

n
ti

on
F

ew
 e

rr
or

s 
in

 
co

n
ve

n
ti

on

SAMPLE



NAME: 

...................Before You Read

© Sing Down the Moon CC2529
23

Chapters Ten to Eleven
Answer the question in a complete sentence.

1. What precautions were in place to keep Bright Morning from running away? 

2. We don’t hear Running Bird’s or Nehana’s story. What do you think their experience 
was like?

Vocabulary  Complete each sentence with a word from the list.

a draw dusk leagues ravine
crest lances neigh ridge scornfully

1. She crept out in the ____________ when the sun dipped below the horizon.

2. He practices throwing ____________ to be a good warrior and hunter.

3. They looked at her ____________, the anger flashing in their eyes. 

4. Bright Morning crept to the _____________ of the hill, and peaked over to watch for         

the trackers.

5. They traveled many ____________, ‘til their horses were weary.

6. There was a high rock ___________ that they could hide behind while they rode away.

7. They heard the horse ____________ and knew the trackers were closing in.

8. ____________ is a landform formed by two parallel ridges with low ground in between.

9. The girls climbed out of the ____________ in case the rain caused a flash flood.
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Chapters Twenty-Two to Twenty-Three
Answer the questions in complete sentences. 

1. Compare the typical wedding today with that of the Navaho in the 1800s. Think about 
cost, entertainment, church, after church traditions and gift giving. How are they different? 
How are they the same?

2. From the very beginning of the book to the very end, Bright Morning brings us into her 
world that she holds dear. What 3 aspects of her life does she cling to and value, and is 
determined to get back?

3. What will Bright Morning do next? Will she wait for her husband, or will she head back 
home with the supplies she has? Justify your prediction.

Vocabulary  With a straight line, connect each word on the left with  
 its meaning on the right.

back legs

bright red

twisted and knotted

high walls like in the outer 
wall of a castle

thin and wasted

a light sleep

to cut or shave the wool   
off a lamb

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

gaunt

haunches

dozes

ramparts

crimson

shorn

gnarled

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
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For each footprint, write a fact from the story. Start with the setting, 
then continue with the important event that starts the story’s action. 
Follow this with the main events that cause the conflict to rise and 

reach its climax. Finally, finish off with the conclusion.

Plot Summary
..................

Climax

Rising Action

Introduction

Conclusion

Falling Action
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