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T H E  C O N T E S T

Ned and David Owens were twins. They 

were both in sixth grade. They were not the 

kind of twins who looked alike. And for 

twins, they did not agree about much. 

Ned liked to bowl. David liked to cook.

Ned liked sailing. David liked to fish. 
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Ned liked classic rock. David liked 

hip-hop. 

Sometimes they were buds. Other times, 

not so much. 

There was one thing they both loved. It 

was a TV show called Ryan’s World. They 

never missed it. It was the best. 

The star was a kid in ninth grade. Ryan 

Wilson. He had won the Junior X-Games. 

He was great at extreme sports. He could 

break planks with his head. He sang. He 

played music. He was funny. And smart. 

Everyone loved him. 
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His show came on after dinner. One night 

the show was about a bully. Ryan put itch 

powder in the bully’s bed. He said it was 

bedbugs. The bully ran out of his own room. 

Ned and David loved the show. Their dad 

had once made them itch powder from rose 

hips. It was now in a box in the basement. 

He had put a little on the boys’ arms. It 

worked great. 

The last show ended with a live extra 

part. In it, Ryan talked about a big contest. 

Ryan’s
WORLD



4

He would come to the winner’s town. He 

would live with the winner for a week. He 

would even go to school with the winner. 

It was like Ryan would be the winner’s 

best friend. The week would be filmed. Then 

it would be shown as a special episode.

The twins begged their mom and dad.

“Can we enter?” Ned asked.

“Ryan can stay in the spare room,” David 

told them.

“He can stay in our bedroom,” Ned said. 

“It’s bigger.”

BFF




