by PJ Gray






The sun was hot that Saturday.
Rob Vega stood on the bridge.
He looked down.

Far below was a lake.

The water was dqu'

Almost black.




Emma and Bret stood by Rob.

They were his friends.

His dad was there too.




"Happy Birthday!"

Emma said to Rob.
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“You are seventeen,’ Bret said.
“How does it feel?”

“It feels good,” Rob said.




“Well,” said Mr. Vega. “Are you

going to jump?"

Rob did not speak.




“It's your birthday,” his dad said.

“This is what you wanted.”
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? TEEN EMERGENT READER LIBRARIES®

The Literacy Revolution Continues with
New TERL Booster Titles!

Each Sold Individually

EMERGE [1]

9781680211153 9781680211122



ENGAGE [2]
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9781680211535 9781680211313

EXCEL [3]

9781680211306 9781680211320

NEW TITLES COMING SOON!

www.jointheliteracyrevolution.com





