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What are bioweapons?

Why do people use them?

When were they fi rst used?

Have they been used in the US?

Are we in danger?

LESLIE BUTEYN

S
A

D
D

LE
B

A
C

K
 E

D
U

C
AT

IO
N

A
L P

U
B

LIS
H

IN
G

B
IO

W
EA

P
O

N
S

B
U

TEYN



Copyright © 2018 by Saddleback Educational Publishing. 
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, scanning, or by any information storage and retrieval 
system, without the written permission of the publisher. SADDLEBACK EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING and any 
associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Saddleback Educational Publishing.

Photo credits: page 2/3 Ken Tannenbaum / Shutterstock.com; page 30/31 Anthony Correia / Shutterstock.
com; page 42/43 Deatonphotos / Shutterstock.com

ISBN: 978-1-68021-072-9
eBook: 978-1-63078-366-2

Printed in Malaysia

25 24 23 22 21 2 3 4 5 6

®

N O N F I C T I O NN O N F I C T I O N

Area 51

Bioweapons

Cannibal Animals

Cloning

Comet Catcher

Drones

Fault Lines

Gnarly Sports Injuries

Great Spies of the World

Hacked

Little Rock Nine

Medal of Honor

Military Dogs

Monsters of the Deep

Monsters on Land

Mysterious Objects

Racetracks

The Science of Movies

Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World

3D Printing

Tiny Life

Tuskegee Airmen

Virtual Reality

Wild Weather

Witchcraft

Wormholes

Zombie Creatures



Chapter 1
Attack ............................................................. .3

Chapter 2
Germs ............................................................. .7

Chapter 3
History ............................................................ 11

Chapter 4
Bubonic Plague .............................................15

Chapter 5
Smallpox .......................................................20

Chapter 6
Ricin ........................................................... 26

Chapter 7
Salmonella .....................................................33 

Chapter 8
Botulinum Toxin ............................................37

Chapter 9
Glanders ........................................................40

Chapter 10
Are We in Danger? ........................................47

Glossary
.......................................................................50

TaBlE Of
CoNtEnTs



2222



333

The year was 2001.
It was late September.
The US was on edge.
Terrorists had hit.
Planes fl ew into buildings. 
Thousands died.
Even more were hurt.

Life seemed to stop.
Planes were grounded.
People did not work.

It was a week later.
Life was starting again.
Planes fl ew.
Most went back to work.
Mail was delivered.

Chapter 1
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Most mail was normal. 
But some was not.
It carried a germ.
Anthrax was its name.
This makes people sick. 
It can even kill.

The germ was from a lab.
Someone sent it.
This was on purpose.
The goal was to harm.

People opened mail.
The germ fl ew out.
It got into the air.
People breathed it.
Many got sick. 
Some died.
The germ was a bioweapon.

4



5555



66



7

Germs come in many forms.
A virus is one kind.
Bacteria is another.
Toxins are too.
So is fungus.

Germs can be good.
They help the body work well.
Some help the gut.
Others protect skin.

Chapter 2
GeRmS
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But many are bad.
Some get in the air.
People breathe them.
They get sick.

Contact makes people sick too.
Germs are on something.
People touch it.

Some use germs on purpose.
They use them to hurt or kill.
This is germ warfare.

Germ Fact
Some germs have 
been around for 
more than 250 
million years.
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Germ warfare is not new.
It started long ago. 
Some used poison.
They put it on spears.
Arrows were used too.

People used germs to kill.
Sometimes it was to kill one.
Other times it was to kill many.

Chapter 3
HiStOrY
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Many countries did not like it. 
They thought this was wrong. 
There were two treaties.
One was in 1925.
Many signed it.
But not all did.
Here is what they agreed. 
They would not use germs.
But they could have them. 
Some worked to make more.

The next treaty was in 1972.
More signed. 
It was a ban.
Countries would not use germs.
They would not make or store them.
Not all countries agreed. 
Some did not sign.
Only 178 did.

Germ Fact
The Geneva Protocol 

is the name of the treaty 
from 1925. It is named for 

Geneva, Switzerland, where 
the countries met to 

discuss it.
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