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An army marched over the land for
many miles. Then they came to the
Floating City. They wanted to attack.
They could not. They were stopped by
water. They had no boats.

The Floating City




The Floating City’s real name was
Venice (VEN-iss). The city of Venice
was not just one place. It was a group
of islands. The islands were close to
each other. A boat could sail from one
island to the others.

The islands were small. The land
was flat and muddy. The ground was
soft. People could build small houses
with straw roofs. Big houses would
sink quickly in the mud.

Venice was in a good spot. It was
by the sea. Ships could stop there. In

Venice, people traded cloth and grain



The islands of Venice




Workers unload
wine and cloth.



that came from the ships.

More and more people wanted tolive
in Venice. The people of Venice wanted
the city to grow. They would need tall
buildings to hold more people. But tall,
heavy buildings would sink. They had

to come up with a plan.
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