


A Global
Event

An Italian underdog wins gold. A star player
from Japan sets a record. Their stories
inspire. The action pulls people in. Every
two years, the Olympics unite the world.



The Olympic Games began thousands of years ago.
They were first held in Greece. Early contests were
popular but small. There was only one race, and just

a few people took part. Much has changed since then.

Today, the Games are two huge events. One is held
during the summer. The other is in the winter. There
are many sports. Thousands of athletes come from
around the world to compete. Each one wants to be
the best. Who will take home a medal?

@ FAST FACT: Olympic Games

are made up of sports. Each sport has events.
Swimming is a sport. The 200-meter backstroke
is an event.




responsible

benefits



FAST FACT: About 3.6 billion people

watched the 2016 Summer Games on TV. Nearly
half the world tuned in.

THE OLYMPIC FLAG

There are five rings on the Olympic flag. They link together.
This is meant to show unity. Each ring is colored for the
flags of the countries that took part in the 1912 Games.
The top rings are blue, black, and red. The bottom two are
yellow and green. The Glympic flag was designed in 1912.

It was first flown at the 1920 Games.







FAST FACT: e winter anc

Summer Games used to be held in the same
year. That changed after 1992. The Games were
moved to two years apart. This gave winter
sports more attention.



Glossary

unable to pay back money that is owed
a good outcome
to make an offer on something you want

to refuse to take part in an event as a way
of protesting

sharing on radio or TV

differences that keep groups from
agreeing

an attempt to access a computer
system with the intent to cause damage or harm

money that is owed

a test that shows if someone has used
illegal or banned substances

in a place that does not change
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