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Have you ever found an unexplained object? 

What did you fi nd? 

Why do mysterious objects fascinate people? 

How do people try to explain them? 

What role does science play?
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A man went out fi shing.
The sea was calm. 
His boat bobbed.
Then he saw something.
An orb rose from the water.
It fl oated far away.

Maybe it was a boat.
But that did not seem right.
The shape was odd.
It looked more like a large balloon.

Chapter 1
ALIEN POD
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The man slowly rowed closer.
He got a better view.
The object was like nothing he had ever seen.
Delicate ribs lined it.
They were ghostly white.
Inside, a faint pink glowed.
It looked like a giant brain.
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He took a photo.
It made headlines.
Some said he found an alien pod.

People around the world saw it.
They wanted to know more.
Was it really an alien?
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The man did not think so.
He spent time near the orb. 
There was a familiar smell.
It was like rotting meat.
His nose burned.
Then he knew.
Whale guts had the same smell.

Reporters made calls.
They talked to scientists.
This is no alien, they said.
It is an animal.
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A whale died.
Its organs broke down.
They gave off  gases.
The gases got trapped inside and 
fi lled the whale.
It puff ed up like a balloon.

“Stay away,” one scientist warned.
Gas pressure builds.
It can get too high.
Then the whale blows up.
Whale guts will fl y everywhere. 
He called it “one of the worst smells 
in the world.”
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The pod did not come from aliens.
Some people were relieved.
Others felt let down.
Many dream of other worlds.
This idea has a pull.
People crave a good story.
It is a break from everyday life.

Chapter 2
MYSTERIOUS POSSIBILITIES

8



9

Mysterious objects turn up.
This happens all the time.
Someone digs up an odd item. 
A disk may appear in the sky.
No one can explain it.

A mystery can last for years.
People are stumped.
Wild stories spread.
“It is an alien.”
“There is a ghost.”
“I saw a UFO.”
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Usually an answer is found.
This takes careful work.
Scientists look into it.
Tests are done.
They fi nd a natural cause.
The story unravels.

People still dream though.
For some, that is the best part.
It is a chance to make up stories.
Perhaps anything is possible.
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CASE FILES

UFO stands for 

“unidentified flying obje
ct.” 

There have been reports
 of 

UFOs all over the world. 
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